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THE STAG’S SURPRISE. 

Behold the forest’s antlered pride 
Forth from his covert proudly glide. 

Tosses his royal head on high 
And scans like one at ease the sky; 

But, drooping now his graceful ear 
He seems a sudden sound to hear. 

For, turning, swifter than the wind 
He flees! nor casts one look behind. 

But, ah! alas! ’tie all too late. 

Marked is the noble creature’s ffjtc; 

For the wild notes of sylvan war 
Already sound from near and far-r 
The baying of excited hounds. 

While through the wood the horn resounds. 
And foaming steeds and shouting men 
Go flying over hill and glen. 

Fleet as the phantoms of a dream 
They sweep the plain, they cross the stream. 
Past thicket, rocks and dark lagoon 
They fly, nor heed the hour of noon; 

But see! the hounds are gaining fast— 

Not long the wild, fierce chase can last; 

Ah! now, a well directed aim. 

And falls to earth the lordly game. 

One look from those great liquid eyes 
Of mute dUpalr; and sadly dies 
The prince of all the wildwood hosts— 

The song’s delight, the huntsman’s boast. 


For Field and Srream. 


H. S. 


For Field and Stream. 

GAMP T.iFE IN THE WILDERNESS. 

BY MBS, M. W. H. 

In the Summer of 1870. my husband. Col. H-.was employed as 

Chief Engineer of the Grand Rapids A Indiana Rj\. then in process of 
construction. The road was finished and In operation as far as Mor- 
ley, 40 miles north of Grand Rapids. The next 20-mlle section, to 
Paris, was under contract, but north of Paris the engineers were just 
running the preliminary lines of survey. Their route lay mostly 
through an unbroken wilderness, where not even an ox-team had ever 
penetrated before, being from fifteen to thirty miles back of the line 
of towns and settlements lying along the eastern shore of Lake Michi¬ 
gan, I had gone from Chicago to Traverse City early in Jnly, and 
had been waiting there for the heats of Summer to abate, in order to 
try a few weeks of camp life. 

We—myself and young son. Ned—went from Chicago to Traverse 
City by land, as my physical organization decidedly rebels against 
voyaging by lake. The stage-ride from Morley to Big Rapids was in 
a four-horse coach, which, although not what. DeQuineey would style 
the “ glory of motion,’’ was still comfortable, and somewhat aristo¬ 
cratic. But at Big Rapids the coach was exchanged for a two-horse 
open spring wagon, and that after a while for a “ buck-board.” We 
left Big Rapids about seven in the morning, and at noon, when we 
stopped at Grass Lake for dinner and to change horses, we had made 
the astonishing distance of seventeen miles. The day was intensely 
hot, the roads heavy with sand, and the horses had crept on at a walk 
ail the way. The only incident of the morning, had been the cold¬ 
blooded murder of a poor unoffending porcupine, wiiich had bad the 
presumption to cross the road in front of the stage, and at which Ned 
and the driver had emptied all the barrels of both their pistols with¬ 
out doing any damage, arfd had finally beaten it to death with a club. 
I must confess that, after that display of skill with firearms, I was 
somewhat skeptical in regard to the efficiency of my defenders, and 
somewhat anxious in regard to what my fate might be, if the bears 
did really put in an appearance. The “ porky,” was carried along as 
a signal of victory, but the self-satisfaction or the belligerents was 
considerably abated by the look of disgust on the face of the man who 
kept the stage station, and the tone of contempt in which he told them 
to “ throw the thing ’way off where the dogs wouldn’t find it und get 
their noses full of quills.” • 

Our afternoon ride was to Pine River, twenty-four miles, through 
the woodB, without passing a single house. The driver said there 
were settlements three or four miles to the rightjof us, in the hard- 
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wood timber, and twice he stopped to leave mail In a box nailed to 
the trunk of a tree by the wayside, which corroborated his story. 
About 5 o’clock we stopped to rest the horses, and to gather red rasp¬ 
berries, with which the roadsides were lined, and which grew larger 
and more luscious than any I ever saw. I walked on a few rods over 
the brow of a little hill, and wns out of sight of driver, horses and son. 
While busy gathering the berries, which I intended carrying on to 
Pine River for our suppers, I was startled by the rustle of the bushes 
on the side opposite to which I was standing, and the rushing oft' into 
the wood of some large animal. Without stopping to give a second 
look to see what it was, I incontinently turned and fled back to the 
wagon and climbed into the seat, my appetite for berries suddenly 
appeased. Ned laughed at me, and said “ it wasn't anything but a 
deer.” But I have always maintained to this day—that there was 
where 1 came near seeing my first bear. 


Big Rapids with his own team, had arrived a couple of hours in ad¬ 
vance of the stage and reported passengers coming; whereupon the 
■station keeper had gone out and caught a mass of delicious brook 
trout, which, with jerked venison and plenty of raspberries and cream, 
made a supper fit for a king. The station was a roomy log house, the 
beds clean and comfortable, and despite the feeling of Isolation, I 
slept soundly. 

Our second day’s driving place was (.Sherman, and from theme to* 
Traverse City the country was pretty well settled, and somp beautiftfl 
farms lay along our route. It was nine o’clock of the second day after 
leaving Big Rapids before we reached our journey’s end. ijfud went 
immediately to camp, where he spent his two months of suminer va¬ 
cation, and the first of September went back to school in Chicago, 
wliile I concluded to try a few weeks of tent life myself. “ The 
camp” was a pretty formidable affair, consisting of three stout wagons, 
with each a pair of strong oxen and a driver, two cooks, and four road¬ 
men to opeu a road for the teams through the underbrush and timber; 
two chain-men, the level party and transit party—in all, about twenty 
men. There were three large tents, besides the cooks’ tent, which, 
with its cooking stove, camp table and stools, provisions, and all the 
other paraphernalia of camp life, made an array not to be despised by 
the bears and panthers with which the woods were said to abound. 
Being something of an old campaigner, as I bad had experience at New 
Madrid, DonaldsonviJle and Morgauzia during the war, I had prepared 
my personal outfit, which, although not, quite so limited as General 
Grant’s was said to have been—a tooth brush and pocket comb—could 
still be comfortably packed into a not overgrown carpet bag. The 
only articles of luxury, in which I could be accused of indulging, were 
a pair of calico sheets, my objections to steeping next to woolen blan¬ 
kets being such as could not be overcome. This was to be camp life 
in reality—not with the accompaniment of piano and dancing floor, 
and the daily papers, and a call from the steamboats every twenty- 
four hours—but a plunge into the woods, where probably a white wo¬ 
man’s foot had never trod before, and wlieie any article lost or forgot- 
ten could not tie replaced for weeks. 

But then it is really surprising how few articles of dress one can do 
with and still be clean, respectable and happy. 

On the morning of September 2nd, 1870, Col. H and myself left Tra¬ 
verse City for camp, which we expected to find at Fyfe Lake, on the 
State road, but on arriving there found that the “boys had moved on.” 
We tracked the wagons and found that they struck into the woods at 
a place where there was a slight trail, and a hoard nailed to a tree, 
which said, “ Underhill’s place four miles.” Riding through the woods 
about a hour, wc came upon where the camp had been, bnt lo! the par¬ 
ty had moved on evidently that morning. The ashes were still warm 
and a part of their provisions, which they 1 were unable to eat, were 
piled up beside the trail and covered with a sail cloth. Our driver 
being obliged to get back to town that night with his team, we dis¬ 
mounted and concluded to try for the next camp on foot, so while his 
horses were eating we took a lunch we had brought with us; then he 
started back, and leaving our satchels to be brought up with the pro¬ 
visions, we trudged on into the forest in pursuit of the camp. After 
walking a mile or so we came to “ Underhill’s place,” a deserted home¬ 
stead, which we passed to the right, and now had just the track made 
by the Railway party. The walk seemed a long one—the day was 
cloudy and threatened rain every moment—the trees towered up 
above our heads, shutting out almost every vestige of sky or clouds 
and the ground hemlock trailed over the path, making the walk¬ 
ing hard and extremely difficult to follow the trail. After walking 
three hours or more and stopping several times to rest, we saw light 
through the trees, and knew there must be either a clearing or a lake 
ahead, and felt sure that there we should find camp. On coming out 
to clearing it proved to be a sand plain or windfall. These sand plains 
are desolation itself. Sometime—years ago—a fire has swept through 
the pine forests, burning out ail the smaller trees and blacking and 
killing all the large ones—then a fierce wind has arisen and hundreds 
and in some places, thousands of acres of this dead timber have gone’ 
down before it. The ground is piled in every direction with these 
prostrate giants of the woods, while here and there a dead and black¬ 
ened tree, half consumed by fire, is left standing to add desolateness 
to the scene. Half a fnile through this windfall, on the bank of a 
small stream, a branch of the Boardman river, we found camp We 
had walked about five miles—a pretty good initiation into railroad 
camp life, 


OUR ST. PAUL LETTER. 

„ „ St. Paul, April 11, 1873. 

Editors Field and Stream: 

Having read the first four numbers of your excellent paper, I hasten 
to send my expression of admiration for your’course in regard to the 
protection ofgAme. I believe it to be the only solution of the problem 
how to prevent the speedy extinction of American game. I refer to 
the State Sportsmen's Associations advocated by you. Their almost 
self-evident advantages, as set forth in your editorial of March 21st, 
should awaken the sportsmen of the West to a lively sense of their 
duty in this most important particular. I hope the day is not far dis¬ 
tant when a Minnesota Association will be formed for the purpose of 
arresting the rapid extinction of game in this portion of the North¬ 
west. 

J have just completed the herculean task of reading our new game 
law. Herculean, did I say? Well, I should think so. It occupies 
two long newspaper columns of close print. It is admirable in some 
respects and exceedingly objectionable in others. It increases the 
close time considerably, so that it now stands: 

Woodcock.Nov. 1 to July 3, inclusive. 

Pinnated Grouse.Nov. 1 to Aug. 14, “ 

i White Breasted or Sharp Tailed Grouse. .Nov. 1 to Aug. 14, “ 

(Ruffled Grouse.Dec. 1 to Aug. 31, “ 

.Nov. 1 to Aug. 31, “ 

;Deer and Elk.Dec. 16 to Sept. 30, “ 

Brook Trout.Sept. 1 to Mar. 31, “ 

This is to be commended; but what shall we say, when, reading a 
little farther, we find, “ nothing in this section shall be construed to 
prevent any person from killing prairie chickens or grouse on cultiva¬ 
ted or improved land owned by him or occupied by nim for farming 
purposes as a tenant of the owner.” Upon reading this, the sports¬ 
man will involuntarily exclaim, “Game Law! Game Law! It is but 
an empty sound,” and well may he; for this law practically extends 
very little protection to grouse, as it allows them to he taken at anv 
season by farmers and others, thus nullifying the good results that 
should ensue from the other provisions shortening the time during 
which they may be pursued. The sport afforded by the other birds 
enumerated in our new statute—Quail and Woodcock—is so very in¬ 
considerable as to be perfectly insignificant when compared to that 
given by our three varieties of the grouse family. The reason is. that 
except in the southern part of the State, Quail and Woodcock are 
so scarce that they are never killed, except in rare instances, when in 
pursuit of other game. From this it will be seen that our new law 
really allows all our game birds,—certainly, all those of any impor¬ 
tance,—to be continually and mercilesslysiaughtered. 

When the prairies of Minnesota are mentioned, what image arises 
before the excited imagination of the eager sportsman of the East? 
We answer, the attractions are our Prairie Grouse-shooting, equaled 
in but few States, and excelled in none. When the wild prairie-wind 
no longer bears upon its bosom the amatory booming of Tetrao,— 
“lawless Tetrao;” when the arches of our forests no more resound 
with the defiant drumming of his magnificent ruffled cousin, and the 
rustling of the leaves in the scrub-oak thickets is broken not by the 
whirring wing of the “ Sharp-tail,”—then, and not. till then, will 
western sportsmen realize the melancholy fact that it was through 
their culpable negligence that all this exuberance of feathered wealth 
was lost. And lost It surely will be, unless they bestir themselves, 
and that quickly, for the enactment and enforcement of proper regu¬ 
lations. 

This is u gloomy prospect, and one over which 1 would fain draw a 
veil; but no! It is one which should be again, and again, presented to 
the consideration of sportsmen, until the dismal idternative arouses 
them to action. 

An item in a late St. Paul paper informs us that the farmers in a 
certain county have organized themselves into a kind of Mutual Bene¬ 
fit Association, to see that no one hunts Grouse on their farms without 
the permission of the owner! And yet the work of destruction rolls 
on! I was yesterday told—with how much truth 1 know not—that 
Grouse are regularly served on the board of a certain St. Paul restau¬ 
rant,—though known not as Grouse, but as “ smothered blue-jay.” 

My feeble pen cannot do justice to the subject, and, laying it by, 
my mind’s eye looking forward into futurity, sees clearly the time 
not many years hence, when sportsmen shall as soon think of coming 
to Minnesota to limit the Dodo as the 

Pinnated Grouse. 

STURGEON CAPTURED. 

Rockford, III., April 10, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream: 

A large Sturgeon was captured on the 7th inst., in the waters of 
Rock river, three miles north of this city. It measured six feet long, 
and weighed over seventy-five pounds. It was grappled with a hook, 
and was killed after an exciting coutest of over one hour. He was 
managed by a small line and hook, and it is wonderful how he ever 
was taken. It is a very rare occurrence to meet these fish in Rock 
river, and this one excited no little curiosity and surprise. 

Yours, M.. 
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AFTER THE B0G8UCKER 

BY HA UK GLEN. 


For Field and Stream. 


.July 4th, 187—, had come at last—come bright, warm and beautiful, and, 
before the sun had set that day, a hoj^rl had formed was to he blasted or 
gloriously realized. For several days previously I had most dilligently 
searched wood and swale and swamp for Woodcock—and, although their 
borings and signs were everywhere visible, not a point had rewarded my 
faithful and industrious setters for their exertions—reward for myself I did 
not expect, as 1 was simply prospecting, without a gun, for the most prom¬ 
ising place wherein to begin the slaughter on "the all glorious fourth 
that being the date when, by common consent ajid understanding—(we 
having no law protecting this game bird)—cock shooting begins. I was in 
dispair. The marshes were as dry as powder, the ground everywhere 
parched and cracked, and a cloud of dust followed each step. Not for 
years had such a drouth been known. I almost believed that the cock had 
left the country, driven away from their haunts by the scarcity of food, 
although not time for their August “ disappearance "—because, with all 
our study, speculation and scientific acquisition, none of us can knowingly 
say it is any more than a disappearance —some of us leaning to the “ mi¬ 
gratory theory,” others that in the moult they give out no scent, and so 
cannot be found so readily with dogs, and others that they simply “ loaf 
around” in places and “ ways that are dark," &c., &c., and so are natu¬ 
rally enough not met with, and it all ends where it began—in speculation 
and doubt. But my new breech-loader came to hand on the 3rd, and with 
it apparently came an idea, but for which, this would not have been writ¬ 
ten, and then would have spared to your readers much valuable time lost 
in the perusal, and to yourself much valuable space. 

After I had almost persuaded myself that for that year the cock had 
been, but were not, the question suggested itself: “ Is there not some spot 
in this locality which, in wet or even ordinary seasons has been impassably 
marshy, and, if so, may I not reasonably expect to find the birds snarming 
there? Why, yes I Within a mile of the city—at my very door, as it were 
—I remembered a tract containing scarcely twenty acres, into which many 
a snipe had flown and was lost to me, owing to my having been unable to 
penetrate twenty yards in that direction. I felt assured that the problem 
was solved—the question answered—and that night if my dreams partook 
somewhat of the expected sport of the coming morrow, it was not to be 
greatly wondered at. As I have said, “the 4th "had come at last. There 
were two or three clients who, by appointment, were to be met add their 
business attended to at the office that morning, and it was two ocloek p. m. 
ere, in company with a friend and brother sportsman, I was a-field. 

Our beat, as I have said, was a small tract of about twenty acres in ex¬ 
tent—upon the right bordered with clumps of willow and ‘alder bushes, 
but the greater portion was perfectly open marsh, grown up with fern, 
flam, grasses, and the other vegetation common to such places in the West. 
In front of us and at our right flowed the river, and our course lay towards 
“the bend." 

I had promised iny friend some sport that day, such as would well repay 
the time and labor, else I was greatly in doubt if I could have persuaded 
him to leave his business at that time, and he expressed much disappoint¬ 
ment and disgust when, upon arriving at our destination, he looked over 
the scene, and, he even, I believe, proposed returning home, saying, “no 
man could penetrate that bog, and no cock could be found there, even if 
one could succeed in getting in.' 1 Like myself, he had come to this con¬ 
clusion from having made many unsuccessful attempts at hunting there, 
and, as he did not take into consideration the universal dryness of the sea¬ 
son, his argument was natural enough. However, I thought it rather late 
in tlie day to think of a retreat, and, not without many misgtviugs as to 
our chances of success, I bade my setters “ hold up,” and we plunged into 
the thicket. Scarcely had we gone ten steps before we discovered the red 
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friend, who, although making no * great pretensions to superior skill in 
shooting on the wing, at times shoots creditably. The bird retrieved, we 
advance, we advance, and six successive “points ” among the willows are 
followed by the musical thud of six more cocks upon soil that I firmly 
believe, up to that day, had been virgin of gunners. 

But, alaBl the whole belt of willows and alders had been slowly and care¬ 
fully gone over, and we had but seven birds between us, and I had expected 
fully three times as many. My friend was rapidly becoming initiated, and 
sarcastically asked me just " where were we to make the balance of that 
glorious bag?" I had promised him. He had been unfortunate after bag¬ 
ging his bird, for not another cock had he got up to that time, although we 
were taking alternate shots, and so it was my good fortune to bag several 
after he had missed them. But I knew how to sympathize with him, for 
could not I remember many a day when I had ten thumbs and no fingers? 
And doesn’t it provoke one to get in such a situation? 

As a matter of compromise, and “ to gain time for thought,” I suggested 
that we walk down to the river, get a drink, give the dogs a bath, aud then 
return over the ground already hunted. My companion assented with ap¬ 
parent readiness, saying that in his opinion, "nothing could be more ap¬ 
propriate as a finis to such a hunt than a drink of water”—for which bev¬ 
erage he effects great contempt, although I never knew him to indulge in 
“the ardent.” 
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birds, but prepared for any emergency, I directed him to go to one dog 
while I went to the other, and, to my infinite surprise, right there, away 
from any tree or bush, my friend flushed and bagged a Woodcock. At the 
report of his gun another bird got up in front of the dog to which I had 
advanced, and I bagged him in a satisfactory manner. In less than five 
minutes another is pointed, flushed and bagged, rapidly succeeded by an¬ 
other aud another, until, upon arriving at the river, we find that ten more 
birds have been added to our bag. That sarcastic smile had faded from 
my friend's lips, and his face was radiant, for his shooting had improved, 
and he was thinking of his success with evident complacency, though he 
remarked he “wondered how he could have missed this shot and that, as 
the shooting was so fair and open,” &c., &c. I had some such queries 
running through my own mind as to some of my own misses, but as I had 
done well, I did not seriously regret that I had not done better. 

We had both done well for the locality and the exteut of ground hunted, 
and, as not more than half the open tract had been beaten, our hopes were 
high, and my friend waB offering odds that our bag would vet eclipse that 
of any other ever made hereabouts, for, be it known, the Woodcock is the 
rarest of all the game birds in this section. I didn’t “ take,” and the se¬ 
quel proved, as usual, that “ it isn’t safe to bet on another man’s game," 
lor we did. before the sun had hid his face behind the distant western hills, 
accomplish that same feat, of beating all bags of Woodcock ever made 
in this vicinity. 

After a refreshing drink from the clear stream, and having given the 
dogs a bath and allowed them to rest, we re-commenced “ aggressive opern- 
! lions," and twelve more cock were in due time added to our already well- 
filled pockets. Our total of birds bagged that day—for, as Frank Forres¬ 
ter says, “it was a real' day, and a renb-bag”—was twenty-nine cock, 
brought to bag in about two and one-half hours. Not much to boast of, 
to be sure—but, mind you, the sport was not to be estimated by the num¬ 
ber of birds bagged alone, but rather by reason of the circumstances as 
detailed, and the birds bagged. If numbers alone were, the criterion, how- 
many a joyous and well-remembered day must wc regard as “so much 
lime lost.” If the bag was small, the sport was great and full of pleasure— 
such, kind reader, as the writer sincerely hopes you may live long often to 
enjoy. We did thoroughly enjoy it.- Had we not shot well? Had we not 
made the “ champion bag ” of the locality? What more in reason could 
we have expected? -And, when we had made many of our friends happy 
with “a couple or so,” and they had complimented us on our skill, aud 
thanked us warmly, what wonder was it if that night we sought our pil¬ 
lows tired and happy, with the consciousness of having left behind us a 
well-spent day, and then fell off to dreams as peaceful and sweet as I verily 
believe only comes to him who lives not alone for money, display anil 
self, but who in his heart cherishes a deep aud an abiding love for “the 
good, the true, the beautiful,” spread out like a carpet beneath the feet, 
and above, around, and everywhere in Nature—in a word: the sportsmau, 
for, lie above all others, seems to love and appreciate communion witli 
Nature in all her forms. 

And this is how my hopes were not blasted, but gloriously realized. Have 
I wearied you? Good morning. 

For Field *nd Stream. 

AN INVITATION AND ITS RESULTS. 

ltr RAM I! I, F, It. 

“Now conic out and sec us, but before you start just drop us a 
line, and let us know you are coming, and we will bp at the depot to 
meet you, and take charge of your dogs and guns, and show you to 
the best hotel in the place, where you can pay your own board.—we'll 
go in and take supper with you and pop a few corks, at your expense- 
after supper we'll help you to smoke your cigars, and. if you want us. 
we’ll stay all night with you. In tlie morning we’ll go with you and 
show you where you can hire a team and w agon for the day. and we’ll 
take you out for a shoot. If, on coming up at night, you've killed more 
game than we have, we’ll divide equally with you. On returning to 
the hotel we'H go in and * take something.’ while you are settling for 
your team. After supper we'll go out aud bring in the boj-s. and have 
them assist us In smoking up the. rest of your cigars that you’ve 
brought along with you. In the morning, after you’ve paid your 
hotel bill, we'll escort you to the depot to bid you good-by. and, while 
you’re buying your ticket, we'll steal your dog ! ” 

This was the invitation we received. Not, perhaps, the most invit¬ 
ing prospect for a sportsman of quiet, retiring habits, but an imita¬ 
tion for all that, and, laying out “ that hunting suit,” one evening last 
week, we informed the good little, wife, that presides at our table, 
that we were going out in the country to visit a few friends, and 
would like to have things fixed for an early breakfast on the morrow. 

Accompanied by a setter, of no mean qualifications, but whose early 
education in the matter of a family tree was sadly neglected, we took 
our way for the. train, and found, when within four blocks of the 
depot, that wc had just three minutes to go on—a nice situation truly, 
for a little man with a big valise and a heavy gun. Yelling to a hack- 
man, we are soon lauded at the head of the stairs leading down to the 
depot platform, and, down we go three steps at a jump, and land at 
the bottom, to find the train just beginning to move, and we at the 
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rear end of tho hindmost ear. Determined to go on this train we 
manage to spring on and turn to see what has become of our faithful 
four-footed friend, ami are just in time to catch him by the collar as 
lie makes a bound for the platform of the sleeper. -Well done, old 
hoy! and now for the baggage car." 

It has always seemed to me that sportsmen arc the mast good natur- 
ed and easy going of mortals, else they would long ago have demand¬ 
ed ami received from the railway companies a “ bill of rights,” re¬ 
garding tlie transportation and care of their dogs. In some of the 
European countries the companies have cars with special apartments 
for the accommodation of dogs, and,in a country like ours, where every 
train carries, during the shooting season, several valuable animals of 
this kind, it does seem as though some attention should be paid by 
the railroads to the wishes of the sportsmen and the comfort of his 
dogs, instead of turning both master and dog over to the tender mer¬ 
cies of •• Pete, the first-class railway man,"—the irrepressible and ir¬ 
responsible baggage-master. This, however, by-the-way. 

Xoon found us at the end of our journey, and stepping from the ear 
wc hastened up the street of this clean and eheerftd-looking village 
to find our friend, upon whoso cordial greeting we have set so much 
store—and lie is not hard to find, for everybody knows John S., and we 
are soon listening to him expatiate on the beauties and advantages of 
a new patent double-bnck-aetion.self-acting, grain-saving, self-feeding 
seed-sower, (for John spends his leisure time in selling agricultural 
implements.) and we are highly entertained at his glowing account of 
the superiority of tills wonderful machine. His customer expressing 
a doubt of the immense saving resulting from the use of the innocent 
instrument, John, ever quick witted, proposes to take the seed-sower 
and ten bushels of wheat and sow the same on the farmer’s land and 
allow the farmer to sow ten bushels by hand 011 another field, and lie, 
(John.) will take the difference In the yield for Ids pay for the machine.' 
Who could resist such convincing arguments? and another seed-sower 
is added to the list “sold. during the past three- months, by John S. & 
Uro.. Ag'ts." “ There! that will do for to-day. and now we’ll take you 
round t'> the hotel, and after you get a bite we'll he oft' up the creek, 
and see if this cold snap has left us any shooting.” 

In an hour wc are seated with John and Lew. (another genial sports¬ 
man. and a leading lawyer of the county,) behind a spanking trotter, 
and away we go for the old mill, where we hope to find the ducks. 
Alas! vain hope. The sudden cold snap of last night lias sent them to 
l lie large rivers, and. in our breezy evening ride home, with only two 
squirrels and a hare to show for our pains, we see the only flock of 
ducks that lias crossed the timber to-day, and they are flying high and 
heading for the Mississippi. Better luck be ours next time° 

An evening at the City Council meeting, (John is an alderman,) 
after which, a cigar and a few hours in dreamland, and we are invited, 
after a good breakfast next morning. ( not at the hotel,) to ” come and 
go round and see the boys before train time," for we must get back to 
the city to-day; and. uiay we say it line, Mr. Editor, there's not a 
more sociable and hospitable set of sportsmen in all the broad Prairie 
State than John S. introduced us to that damp and drizzly morning 
at Sycamore. Learning that 1 occasionally contributed to your 
columns they requested me to hand you. in token of their apprecia¬ 
tion of the Fiki.ii AM) Stream, and your efforts to supply the demand 
of the West for a true sportsman's paper, the enclosed club of sub¬ 
scribers. which was made up in a few minutes. 

Bidding good bye to our new made friends, and mentally wishing 
that in future our lines might fall in as pleasant plaees.we were es¬ 
corted to the depot, as promised in tho invitation, lint they didn't 

steal the dog.' 

<'KANES CAPTURED BY DOGS. 

... ., u LeRov. Ii.l., April 10. 1871. 

hinroK.s Y i ei. i) and Stijkam : 

During the recent sleet and snowstorm which visited this vicinity 
Saturday night and Sunday, some parties went out from Gibson City 
in Ford County, and found a flock of Crane, and, to add to the sport, 
instead of shooting them they set their dogs after them, and after a 
lively chase.captured the entire seven without firing a shot. Another 
party captured thirteen in the same way. The sleet was so heavy on 
their wings tlint they drooped to the ground, making it impossible 
for tliem to rise. 

If you think this will interest your readers, publish it. Fisk, 


For Field and Stream. 

DUCK HUNTING—ALIAS BRANT. 

BY SEMPER IDEM, 

Some four years since, a party of live started, in the early gloaming, 
lor a drive of twenty miles to our camping grounds, to make ready for 
a day's shoot on the morrow. 

The limiting ground selected was the old and famous one around 
Dickinson Lake, on the line of the T. W. & W. R. R. Many of your 
readers know this lake, and have probably tested its muddy water, its 
general condition being one foot of water to three of mud. 

How many thousand pounds of powder and shot have been squan¬ 
dered around that lake! It would certainly take a better mathema¬ 
tician than myself to tell, but 1 venture to state that if the money 
thus spent had been invested in the most costly and gorgeous circus 
posters it would have purchased enough to supply the Royal family 
of the Feejee Islands in court dresses for several generations to come. 

We reached our camp in good season and sat down to a square meal, 
prepared without delay, and then around the tire we cussed and tfis- 
cussed the events of the past, and the prospects for a good bag of 
ducks as tiie result of our trip. One of our number related an experi¬ 
ence of his on the prairie, the truth of which I vouch fov, as I was 
with him at the time it occurred. 

“ While shooting one evening,” said lie, “ I had a stand made inside 
of n corn shook. It was in the Spring, and the Mallards came into the 
fields in pairs to feed, and, as it proved, I had chosen a good stand, for 
they came near me in numbers. When a pair of them would conic 
about where I wanted them 1 would rise from my hiding place and 
they would ‘lap,’ and, as they were together, I would bring them every 
time, killing two with one barrel. I did this seven successive times, 
bagging fourteen Mallards with seven shots. Can any of the readers 
of Field and Stream give in a better ‘ experience’ than this?” Out¬ 
talk over, we sought repose on a bed of straw, but, for me, there was 
little chance for sleep, hearing us 1 did. tho musical (?) quack! quack! 
at short intervals all night. 

After an early breakiast the question arose. ” who shall go in the 
boats?” We only had two, and evidently some one must try their 
luck on land, it happened that I was the one. and 1 felt dubious 
enough over the prospect for a full hag. Determining to make tho 
best of it, I started for a pass between the lakes, about one-half mile 
away. On the way 1 was kindly informed, by a stranger 1 met. that 
on the previous day Brant had been seen feeding in goodly numbers 
in a wheat field, in which were standing some shocks of corn. Fol¬ 
lowing his directions I soon found the field and took my stand in a 
shock of corn, near the center, and waited for a shot. Eight o’clock 
came and not a Brant. 1 could hear the bang! bang! of the party on 
tiie lake, and began to picture my return to camp without a feather, 
while my chums, with plenty of game spread out for my admiration, 
would cry “white-washed.” Finally my patience was rewarded, for 
over the bluftk came n flock of Brant toward me. They circled around 
twice, and then " broke ranks” directly over me. i must confess I was 
a little nervous, as it was tiie first powder 1 had burned that morning. 
However, the chemicals worked well. 1 brought, down a couple, and 
for an hour I had tiie finest, and most satisfactory Brant shooting I 
over had, or expect to have. Twenty Brant was the result of tha^ 
hour’s shoot. It w as impossible to carry them. So I went to a fnrni- 
house, borrowed a horse, and managed to get them to tiie house, and. 
as we passed that way on our road home, I hung them up, making as 
big a show as possible, then started for camp; found most of the party 
on hand with medium good bags. One with nine ducks, another witli 
11 itee ii ducks and two Brant. I came in with empty game-hag, sure 
enough, “ Chicagoed,” greeted me on every side. I did not explain, 
and. after dining, wc started for borne. Nearing the farm-house they 
saw my birds hung up, and one of the party remarked. “Some one 
has put in several days shooting there.” As we came opposite tiie 
game I said: “Let us put these in the wagon, boys!” They would 
hardly believe that I had bagged them, until my story was corrobor¬ 
ated by tiie old gentleman who Imd loaned me ills horse. Recovering 
from their astonishment the unanimous verdict was, y* well done!” 
but T did not hear anything more about ” white-wash.” 

Scarlet and green ” or the days of “ D8 ” is an Irish historical drama, 
written by a member of the Cincinnati bar, and will be played, for the first 
time, at Pike’s Opera House in that city, by tiie Celtic Association. 
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, A GOOD BAG. 

Editors Field and Stream : 

Some of otir brother sportsmen of the West seem to think tlmt we of 
t lie East nre to he pitied on account of the scarcity of game here—and 
while we do not claim to have such “ car-loads of it" as we are led to 
believe (from the newspaper reports) are found west of the Ohio, 
still I think that the following account of an afternoon’s shooting, 
near the "Hub,” will compare favorably with the average bags made 
irt the West: . 

Last October, 1 started early one morning for the town of D-. 

to try my luck with my gun. 

1 arrived there at about ten, and was met at the depot by my friend 
Geo. E-, at whose house I was to stay. 

The house was some distance from the station, and we had just time 
after getting there, to clean up, and get our shooting traps ready tie- ! 
fore dinner. 

After feeding ourselves and George^ dog, (a tine setter, called 
Carlo), we started for the woods, a mile from the house. 

Passing through a large wheat field, which bordered on the woods, | 
Carlo suddenly stopped, and then slowly crept foward, with ids tail i 
and sides quivering with excitement; at last he came to a dead point, 
and cocking our guns, we walked slowly forward. 

When nearly abreast tiie dog, a large bevy of quail got up, and flew 
as quail only can fly, at first ull in a heap, and then separating; one 
division flew to the right and the other to the left. 

We each got in one barrel as tiiey rose, killing three birds, and at 
twenty yards George brought down another, while my gnu missed 
tire, the.first and only time I ever know it to do so. 

Marked down the birds we proceeded, after Carlo had retreived the 
dead birds, whicli he did handsomely. 

In a short while he pointed again, and we flushed two quail, which 
were bagged. Then leaving the field we took to the woods and there J 
our sport began. 

it was one covey after another of ruffed grouse, and they kept us at I 
work as fast as we could load our guns and retreive dead birds. 

About four o’clock we started for home, on our way killing six 
more of the bevy of quail which we saw in the first of the afternoon, 
and also shooting a dozen red and two gray squirrels. 

On reaching home, we counted our game, which consisted of five , 
brace of quail, eighteen brace of ruffed grouse, twelve red and two 
gray squirrels, in only about four hours’ shooting; not quite so well as 
“ Harry Archer” used to do at his " Shooting Box,” but very fair for a ! 
town not thirty miles from Boston. 

I should like to send you a long account of my sport there, and also 
of two weeks’ Bporting in the woods, but will stop here and not weary 
vou witli any more at present. 

Yours. I). H. E. 


PISCICULTURE. 


Editors Field and Stream: 


Corky. Pa., April 14.1874. 


Last week Seth Green, the veteran pisciculturist, passed through 
here, on his way to Mayville, with thirty-six thousand young Califor¬ 
nia Salmon Trout for stocking the waters of Cliatauqua Lake. 

What sport is iu store for the disciples of good old Isaac Walton in 
decoying these luscious delicacies, and their numerous progeny, from 
their new and beautiful home in the picturesque waters of Cliatauqua. 

Yon never were there ? Then that is a treat to come. 

It is a pleasant Summer resort, with rich farming country on all 
surroundings; and, no small consideration in- these hard times, the 
prices for hotel and hoarding accommodations are moderate, while 
the fare is excellent. 

The elevation of Chatauquu, above Lake Erie, is seven hundred and 
twenty-six feet, and above tide water, twelve hundred and ninety-one. 
It greatest depth of water is eighty feet. 

Two stenmers and numerous smaller steam yachtR navigate t he 
Lake, which is the highest regularly navigated body of water in the 
world. 

The scenery is highly picturesque and beautiful, nature and art com¬ 
bining to please the eye and gratify the sense of enjoyment of visitors 
to this pleasant resort. 

Well cultivated farms may be seen on every band, which produce 
the Cliatauqua county butter that has no competitor in the eastern 


markets, while elegant villas, built by wealthy citizens of the Oil Re-- 
gions, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, and other points, add to the beauty of 
the picture and demonstrate the estimation in whicli the Lake is held 
by persons of refinement, whose menus enable them to indulge iu lux¬ 
urious elegance and ease. 

There is unlimited sport for the votary of the rod and line here. 

The pickerel, in the Cake, are equalled only by brook trout, and ure 
iu delicacy well known to the epicurean taste of the guest at Delmoni- 
co's or Maisou Dorcc. 

A little incident in connection with this locality is not without in¬ 
terest. 

An old gentleman at one of the small towns, on its shore, lias been 
postmaster there for forty consecutive years, and, wlint is still more 
remarkable, the same sureties have been on bis bonds during that 
time. 

Any of your readers who wish for a pleasant retreat during the hot 
Hummer months will find Chatauqua Lake to oombine every feature 
of enjoyment, with ample accommodations at moderate prices. 

Mayville can be readied from the West via the P. & E. or A. & G. 
W. It. R., connect at Corry, or Luke Shore R. R., connect at Broctou 
with the Buffalo, Corry & Pittsburgh R. R. 

_ Jon es Brown Smith. 

Grand Rapids. Michigan, April ad, 1874 . 
Editors Field and Stream: 

We organized a Sporting Club here last winter and have now twen¬ 
ty two members. We have had three shoots for the Club gold medal 
worth 8150. If won by the same person in three consecutive matches, 
it becomes his personal property. 

Every one speaks in the highest terms of the Field and Stream. 
and all say it is just what we wauHier6 in the West to stimulate our 
Sportsmen in tiie protection of our game. We are anxious to see ii 
become a weekly, and to help along in that direction, please find 
inclosed a draft on Chicago in full for a club of nine subscribers. We 
will add several others to this list in a few days. 

Also please find enclosed score of a match which came off here 
Thursday, April 2nd, at the fair grounds. 

Please send us some of your scorn blanks, and we will send you full 
reports of all our shoots. Yours, G. 

["The scores will lie found in their appropriate column.—E d.] 

Chicago, III., April 4th, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream : 

While on duty on tiie Lower Rio Grande years ago, if was my ambi¬ 
tion to kill one of tiie beautiful Pnlsnuos. whose shyness and swiftness 
of foot made them difficult to shoot. I did not succeed in getting a 
shot with my Manton; but one day when i was looking for deer, one 
of the birds ventured to stop for an instant in an open glade of the 
chaparral, out of shot-gun reach. He made a slight miscalculation, 
for a call from my rifle laid him low. But, alas! the half-ounce hull of 
my army " Harper’s Ferry ,v striking him full ill the heart, as lie was 
looking directly at me, left nothing but shreds and fragments of his 
skin and plumage. 

I afterwards shot numbers of tiie Cha-clia-Ia-ca, and found them an 
excellent addition to our meagre bill-of-fare. being the fattest birds 1 
ever saw on a table.____ VV. 

WHOLESALE SLAUGHTER OF GEESE B1 T LIGHTN ING. 

On Monday, the lGtli instant, an almost increditable occurrence trans¬ 
pired iu tlic'northern part of Sutter, and tiie southern part of Butte 
County. On Monday evening, just before sunset, a large thunder¬ 
cloud came up. apparently from the northeast, accompanied by an un¬ 
usual amount of chain-lightning. First a small amount of common 
hail fell, and then followed sufficient snow to whiten tiie ground. As 
tiie hall began to fall and the lightning flashed, thousands of white 
geese, whicli were in the ponds of shallow water which exist in that 
locality during very wet winters, suddenly rose up in a great flutter, 
as if many hunters had discharged a volley among them. They went 
up and up, apparently to rise above tiie fearful cloud. It was nearly 
dark, and those who saw them rise thought no more of it till morning, 
when they began to find dead geese, and hear of hundreds being pick¬ 
ed up by tiie neighbors. Some 700 have been found. One man picked 
up, on his farm, all two horses could haul, for their fcathors. Their 
heads were badly torn and their bills split into fragments. Many of 
them had the feathers of their hacks crisped and burnt, and their bod¬ 
ies bursted open. The portion of country thus effected was about a 
mile and a half wide, and readied several miles into Butte County. 
Tiie terrific lightning in this cloud was witnessed by people on tiie 
Iloncut, in Yuba County, and in the central portion of tills comity. 
Tiie thunder was heard twenty miles distant.—-From the Yvbu City 
(Cal.) Banner. 
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For Field mil Stream. 

SPORTING IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

The Digger's Holiday. 

What a delicious sensation it is to feel that yon are absolutely free 
to do what you will with yourself foruny given short space of time. 
To the genuine toiler there is no delight like this; it has a double 
pleasure, that ofnntieipatiou and that of fruition. 

Among toilers there are none more industrious than the diamond 
diggers of South Africa. Each man is playing a game of euchre with 
fortune; toil is his “right bower”—his only regular “pass" is the 
Sabbath. To him it is a sacred day—a day of rest and relaxation from 
his six days of toil, enjoyed by each individual in his own individual 
way—by sportsmen in the pursuit of game. There are other rare hol¬ 
idays in the digger's calendar, which he may legitimately take, and 
feel he does no more than others do; the Queen’s birthday is the chlef- 
est of these. On Friday, May 23rd, 1873, in my tent at New Rush 

were gathered Joq D-, the two C-'s—I.ong Jacob, G feet 4 inches 

high, and Short Jacob, of medium height—and myself. We were 
lilauniug a shooting expedition. 

" Well, lads, that’s decided,” said’J.ong Jacob; “ we meet at Joe’s at 
9 p. m. sharp this evening, to start by 9:30 for the half-way house, on 
the Pniel Road—sleep there to-night, get a crack at the ducks and 
geese in the morning, and after breakfast “ treck ’’ for the hills to the 
northwest. That's nil right then; now let us be oft - to dinner.” 

Sharp at 9 we were assembled, and soon packed away our necessa¬ 
ries—a large bumper of cold provisions, a demijon of prime Constan¬ 
tin—rugs. blankets, skins, as bedding—rides and guns—” Light.” my 

greyhound—“Ranger," Short C-'s pointer and “ claim boy," Joe's 

OaflVe factotum—after these, we four, and by 9:20 we were off. 

The night was clear and starry, so the drive was delightful, (cold 
though the air was.) lu pleasant chat an liotir-and-a-half soon slipped 
by, and we found ourselves at the little hostelry. A glass of grog all 
’round was taken as a sedative, and in a few minutes we were all 
sound 'asleep. 

1 was awake by 4:30 a. M,,aud soon ’roused my companions—though 
Joe did grumble a bit—but the quacking of the ducks and calling of 
the geese set us till to dressing fast. The scene of action was a long 
line of shallow “pans” of water, almost dry in Summer, but now well 
filled. Long Jacob and 1 had one side, Short Jacob and Joe the 
other, and we were to look out for ourselves. 

Long Jacob and I had got up some half-a-mile along our side with¬ 
out seeing any of our game near enough for a shot, when bang! bang! 
bang! bang! from the other side, split the morning air, and aroused a 
myriad ducks, geese and waders to flight. We two went down on our 
knees, and were hardly down when a flock of geese whirled along and 
splashed down within easy range, some sixty yards. Out come my 
fives', and 1 and BB. wire cartridges were substituted, and weHet the 
flock have the right barrels sitting and the left as they rose. Nine 
birds were dead or dying on the water, and as we reloaded a tenth 
that had towered came down with a tremendous splash. In an instant 
we heard two reports higher up on the other side, then two more op¬ 
posite us, and the whir-r-r of wings told us to look out. On they 
came, a flock of ducks and teal this time—right along the shore. Four 
barrels were instantly emptied to an accompaniment of several splash¬ 
es in the water and as many dashes on land. Daylight had so rapidly 
increased by this time that we prepared to retreive our game, for 
which we drew lots to my sorrow. In a few moments, divested of 
boots, stockings and pants, I soon retreived fourteen birds, one of 
which required a settler from Jacob, who meanwhile had collected 
three on land. Our bag to 9 barrels was—geese, 10; ducks, 4; teal, 3. 
We could see the opposition wending their way hotelwards on the far 
side, and that they had a fair load too, but we Imagined our "sitter” 
at the geese had put ns ahead, and were quite sure of it when the ever- 
ready Jacob knocked over two grouse out of a pack with a neat right 
and left. Picture our disappointment, then, on finding the others had 
got a better “ sitter” even than ours, by the aid of Ranger’s keen nose, 
and had bagged 15 ducks and teal by their first volley, besides which 
Joe had bagged two geese and Short Jacob three, making a total of 
20 in all. We were not dissatisfied though at our luck. 


After a hearty breakfast we started across country for the hills, hav¬ 
ing given orders for the bags to be sent in to our “mess” In town. 
We flushed numerous packs of grouse, called “ Namaqua Land Part¬ 
ridge.” Saw several pan, a large bustard, and a small herd of spring¬ 
buck a long way off; but we were anxious to reach the hills before 
doing any more execution. Arriving at the foot of a conical, some¬ 
what prominent hill, jve “ out spanned ” (took the horses out), and 
made preparations for a long day In the hills and on the plains be¬ 
yond. 

The arrangements were as before—Long Jacob and I, Short Jacob 

and Joe D-, who were to have Ranger as in the morning, whereas 

Light was to accompany us. The close shooting of the morning had 
engendered rivalry, so a match was made on the best bag of the day. 
losers to stand a dinner next Sunday at Pniel. 

To cut the matter short, however. Long Jacob and I returned to 
camp first, heavily laden, having bagged—he, 7 grouse, 2 pan, 1 part¬ 
ridge (proper), and 1 spring-buck; I, 2 partridge, 1 grouse, 1 big pan, 
1 stein buck; besides which, Light had run into a fine jackal and killed 
him single-handed. We had skinned the jackal and deer, reserving 
only the skins, and the heads, and a few chops of the latter, making a 
total bag to our party of 18 head. 

The sun was rapidly sinking to the northwestern horizon when we 
heard t|je sharp crack of a rifle. At the same instant a fine stein-buck 
dashed past within 20 yards of the cart, and Light at once stretched 
out after the frightened antelope, who was laying himself out for a 
brush-covered hill some three-fourths of a mile away. The fastest 
dog in the interior was at his heels—he must win that hill-side, or die. 
It would have been no match, if the dog had been fresh; but he was 
stiff from the long day’s work, so at first lost ground. Gradually his 
limbs warmed up and he closed on the little buck, who bounded gal¬ 
lantly on, till—just as the hillside was almost reached—we saw them 
both go down in a whirl of dost. “Hurrah! well done, old dog,” 
shouted Joe's cheery voice behind us; but by that time I was mounted 
bare-back, on the nearest nag, and galloping to the scene of action. 
In about hall-an-hour I returned with the buck slung across my back, 
nud old Light trotting unconcernedly behind. 

In my absence the others had broiled some chops, so we quickly set 
to work on a flrst-class repast—stein-buck chops, cold beefsteak pie, 
bread and butter, washed down by generous Constnntia. 

Joe and Short Jacob claimed the victory, for they had bagged—Joe, 

5 grouse, 2 paw, 1 kornn; Jacob, 3 koran, 2 small pan, 1 big pan, 1 
partridge. 1 blue pigeon—16 in all. Brilliant. 


HUMMING BIRDS. 

This exquisite little bird derives its name from the humming noise 
made by the surprising velocity with which its wings move to keep 
itself sustained in the air. 

Buffon thus describes it: “The vibration of the wings are so rapid 
that the bird, poised in the air, appears not only invisible, but entire¬ 
ly without action.” 

It is seen to stop some moments thus before a flower, and dart oft' 
lik t/£ leam t0 another. It visits them all, plunging its little tongue 
into their bosom, caressing them with its wings without ever settling, 
but at the same time never quitting them. 

This little creature is of the family of Trochilidse, and is a native of 
the tropical regions, but it is often found in cold and elevated regions. 
Mr. Darwin found two species common on the Cordilleras, at an eleva¬ 
tion of ten thousand feet. 

Its food is soft insects, such as Bpiders, gnats, ants, Ac., with the 
honeyed juice of flowers. In Peru and Mexico there are some splen¬ 
did specimens of “ the minute wanderer of the fields and the air,” but 
the most gorgeous are the Ruby and Topaz. The plumage of the male 
is very brilliant, and seems alive with metallic reflections. The plu¬ 
mage of the female is sombre, possessing little brilliancy. 


—“ We have received a number of the Field and Stream, a paper 
devoted to the sports of the field and flood. It is beautifully printed 
and the publishers promise that it shall be deveded to gentlemanly 
sports alone, eschewing everything of a low nature. It Is worthy of 
the patronage of every lover of the gun or rod. Terms, 93 a year. It 
is published by the Field and Stream Association, 179 East Madison 
street, Chicago, Ill .”—Vevay (ihd.) Democrat. 


— Field and Stream, a new fortnightly journal, published by the 
Field and Stream Association, No. 179 East Madison street, Chicago, 
is an acquisition to the sporting literature of the day. The articles 
are spicy and suggestive. All who are interested in the subject can 
do no better than subscribe for the Field and Stream. Price, $3.00 
i per year ."—Charlotte (.Mich) Leader. 
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gepavtmmt of gatxtral Ipsiorrtj. 

Conducted, by Prof. J. O. Hudnut. 


FAMILY CRACIDvE—THE CURASSOWS. 

"this family, according to Sclater and Salvin,who give a very complete 
description of all that Is knowti concerning it, Is subdivided Into three 
gOb-fainilies: 1st, Cracidte; 2d, Peneloplnte; and, 3d, Oreophasinse. 

The first are found In Mexico, and range southward as far ns Central 
and South America. 

The third sub-family Inhabits the higher regions of Guatemala, and 
In size are nearly as large as the Meleagriz (or Turkey). 

The second sub-family, Pencloplnae, are alone the representatives of 
the Curassows inhabiting the United States. Of this sub-family there 
are seven genera—the Ortalida constituting the last or seventh in 
number. According to the best authorities, there are eighteen spe¬ 
cies of the Ortalida—all American; hence, it might appropriately take 
the tide of “ Bird o’ Freedom.” Only one of these species are found 
In the United States. 

Ortalida Vertula, which constitutes the true Chiacalaca of the Mex¬ 
icans, or us the Indian orthography has it, Chiac-chia-lacca, which name 
is an approximation to the peculiar cry of this bird, which has been 
compared in harshness and compass to that of the Fintado (or Guinen 
Fowl). 

The following description from the North American Birds will give 
a true idea of its peculiar markings: Body above, dark greenish-olive; 
beneath, brownish-yellow, tinged with olive; head and upper neck, 
dull leaden; tail feathers, lustrous green, all white tipped except the 
center one; middle throat feathers, black; eyes, dark brown and bril¬ 
liant. Length, 23^; wing, 8)4; tail, 11 inches. 

This bird is met with along the Rio Grande, from Eagle Pass to 
Brownsville, and in fact below the latter place. It frequents the 
deeper forests and the dense chaparral, feeding upon buds and leaves, 
delighting in elevated branches for a perch—more in this regard like 
the habits of the smaller birds than the genera of the gallinaceous 
birds, with which it is properly classed. Notwithstanding their love 
for the quiet life of the dense forests, they yield readily to domestica¬ 
tion and cross with domestic fowls. 

In the cities of Metamoras, San Luis Potosi, Ac., where cock-fight¬ 
ing is one of the legitimate, nnd indeed, official amusements—being 
tolerated by law on Sunday—these cross-breeds often become cham¬ 
pions of the bloody arena, and always make a gallant light. 

At the Rancho Blanco, on the Rio Grande, where I was stationed 
for some weeks, there was a flock of seven of these birds quite tame, 
A vivid recollection is still with us of the many morning naps dis¬ 
turbed and broken by the shrill music of this domestic band. At early 
dawn an old cock would descend from his perch upon a mesquite bush 
or tree near the hacienda and begin his morning cry, and in a fesvmo- 
ments the whole band would take up the refrain, until the chapaVral 
near by would ring again with this matinal calL ' Then tlielr wild 
brothers in the woods at hand, and also in the thick grove across the 
narrow river, would reply with still harsher shrillness, until sleep 
would be driven from the drowsiest eyelids. 

As this Jrird is quite delicate in flavor, we used to have our revenge 
quite often', by seeing a fine brace of them roasting before our camp 
lire. They are very shy, and when disturbed by anything, fly to the 
nearest tree, reaching forth their necks with head turned upon one 
side, uttering a peculiar cry, which lias been likened to that of the 
Felis Onea (or Panther.) 

Their eggs are six or eight in umnber, and about the size of a small 
lien’s egg, rather more pointed at each end; tinge, slight yellowish 
and freckled with a few rough brown blotches. 

Altogether, it is one of the most peculiar birds inhabiting our bor¬ 
ders, and stands alone in the United States ns the gallant representa¬ 
tive of a large family—all American. 

The California Quail. —These beautiful birds are found in large 
numbers in California and along the Pacific coast. At the foot-hills 
they are most frequently found, and in season they are killed by hun¬ 
dreds of thousands. Epicures eBteem the quail delicious eating, and all 
lovers of the beautiful admire the bright mottled plumage and grace¬ 
ful motion of the blrdB. The male and female bear a close resem¬ 
blance to each other, the only difference being that the male has a sort 
of feather pompom starting from the crown of his head. Several of 
these birds have been brought to and liberated in Central Park. 


For Field and Stream. 

PH1LOHELA MINOR: 

American Woodcock: Boosucker. 
hy M. 

[First three primaries, attenuate and falcate; wings, short—when 
closed, the quills hidden by the coverts and tertiaries; tibia?, feathered 
to the joint; tarsi, shorter than middle toe, scutellate before and be¬ 
hind; toes, slender, free to the base; bill, much longer than the head, 
stout and deep at base, grooved nearly its whole length, the tip 
knobbed; gape, very short and narrow; ear, under the eye, which is 
set in the back-upper corner of the head; colors above,' variegated and 
harmoniously blended black, brown, gray and russet—below, pale 
warm brown of variable shade; length, 10 to 12 inches—from tip to 
tip, 16 to 18; bill, 2)4 to 3; tarsus, 1)4; middle toe and claw, 1)4; 
weight, 6 to 9 ounces .]—Key to N. Am. Birds, pp. 251-262. 

He frequents the muddy ravine, the boggy little springlet, the sun¬ 
ny hillside along the creeks in the hazel brush; but the best place to 
shoot this game little bird—where you can be accompanied by your 
staunch setter or pointer—is the rich black loam bottom lands, where 
no brush or tree can intercept the quck aim. 

Our law for the protection of this game bird in Illinois expires July 
4th. Then the young birds have obtained sufficient growth to bo 
quick and strong on the wing, and full size. 

The sportsman seeks him with liis heavy-coated and close-ranging 
setter—but a little cocker spaniel is still better, as he has to be flushed 
in the dense leafy covers along the muddy creek, where it would be 
almost folly for the shoote'r to attempt to kill him, unless he was out¬ 
side the thick brush. Tiie best way to hunt is with a lively spaniel, 
that will turn and twist in the thick brush and undergrowth, where 
the Woodcock spends the day. In the evening he sallies forth to find 
some muddy bank, where he plunges in his long bill in searcli for 
earth-worms, which furnish their principal food, and of which they 
consume a large number. They completely fill the banks with their 
bores, about the diameter of a pin, and very close together. Often¬ 
times he feeds in the daytime in some dark, secluded, shady spot, and 
where all is quiet. He runs along the soft earth, probing and swal¬ 
lowing his captured prey in a short second. They frequently have 
entirely separate feeding grounds, which they frequent-nocturnally, 
and where they are not to be found in the daytime. 

They are known to have many curious habits. It is asserted on good 
authorioy, that they have been known to pick up and carry their young 
iniflight when disturbed. A writer spoke of this strange occurrence, 
recentlyi in one of our sporting papers. The female can hardly be 
driven from her frail nest, alongside some mossy log or in some thick 
buBh,and when she is disturbed feigns lameness to' draw her pursuer 
away. Instances have been known where the dutiful mother lias 
soughtdier nest to die, after having received a mortal wound. 

They arrive among us very early in the Spring, and have sometimes 
baen seen as early as the middle of February. They commence laying 
in March—four or five eggs, but sometimes only two. They hatch in 
three weeks, and the young birds at the age of six weeks fly quite 
readily. If disturbed by flood or poacher's hand, they soon rebuild 
their destroyed nest; and this accounts for the ungrown birds often 
found in Summer shooting. 

Some claim that July is not the proper time to shoot them. Let me 
say a word in regard to this. If a good locality is found, where they 
breed and stay, theu July and August is the time to seek them, as the 
old birds and tlielr young will remain in the vicinity when hatched; 
and, in my experience, in such a place many more birds can be found 
and bagged at this season than later in October. 

The Woodcock is not sought by sportsmen generally as much as tiie 
more common game birds, on account of their scarcity and the hard 
work necessary to bag them. To be sure, the ground gone over in 
pursuit of them is not as easily traversed as tiie high and dry stubbles 
after grouse; but great sport may be had among them, and they are a 
bird fit to grace the table of the most fastidious. 

Good sport may be had in the extensive lowlands along the Missis¬ 
sippi, the latter part of July. It takes hard walking and work, but as 
an Instance of what may be done by pluck and perseverance, two guns 
brought to bag in one day forty-two birds, four miles below Sa¬ 
vannah. 
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tn Minnesota and Wisconsin the question is being agitated, and associa- 
lions will doubtless, ere long, be in active operation in those States, while 
from Kansas and fur western Utah come the first notes of preparation. 

We can not too strongly urge the vnlue and importance of these State 
Sportsmen’s Associations. Whore they are properly maintained, they ex¬ 
ert an influence in favor of law ahd ordci 1 , second to none other, and with 
their wide spread membership, reaching out into every village and settle¬ 
ment are able to make the lawless marauder feel the weight of the law he 
has hitherto perhaps openly violated and defled. 

Another and most important result of these organizatious, will be that of 
a s} stematic revision of the game laws of their respective States, while the 
inauguration of Dog-shows and Field-trials, will create aud encourage a 
more general interest among our sportsmen for the elevation and improve¬ 
ment of our sporting dogs. There is no reason why American-bred dogs 
should not compare favorably with those from any other country, if the 
proper attention is paid to this subject. 

The Gun-trial which will naturally be held under the auspices of our 
State Associations, will prove an interesting feature of the programme, as 
tending to a better understanding among us of the principles of gunnery, 
and the consequent selection and manufacture of better and cheaper 
guns. 

There are many other obvious advantages which will follow these organ¬ 
izations, but having before referred to them, we forbear, expressing the 
hope that the good work will he carried on until in every State and Terri¬ 
tory wo can point with pride to a State Sportsmen’s Association. 


SPORTSMEN, FALL IN. 

Judging from the tone of our exchanges, and the many letters we are 
daily receiving from every quarter, we are to be fully sustained in the ad¬ 
vanced position which we assumed iu the beginning of our career, on the 
subject of State Sportsmen’s Associations as a necessary precedent to the 
enactment and enforcement of intelligent laws protecting game. It has 
been and is a notorious fact that the existing game laws of the various 
States are, in many respects, worse than none at ail, aud are so conflicting 
as to be of no practical benefit. This state of affairs, alone, would seem 
to demand an immediate remedy, but when taken in connection with the 
lamentable fact, that very few of our local sportsmen’s clubs have ever 
exerted their influence in favor of the enforcement of the laws we have, 
gives cause for the gravest apprehensions. 

Having made the acquaintance of many of the leading sportsmen, both 
East and West, during the past three years, and feeling deeply the impor 
tance of this subject, we made it a special point to ascertain the genera) 
feeling among them, in regard to the more effectual preservation of our 
game birds and fish, and were almost universally urged to “ put the ball in 
motion,” and trust to the true sportsmen of tne country to cordially see- 1 
ond our efforts in the movement. We are gratified to say that this support; 
has been heartily given, and that the prospects for the future of our field 
sports are such as give reason for congratulation. 

The Illinois State Sportsmen’s Association, which was organized March 
10th, 1874, by leading representative sportsmen of the State, already num¬ 
bers among its members many of the most wealthy and influential citizens 
and applications for membership are daily received from all parts of Illi¬ 
nois and other States. Its first Annual Meeting and Tournament prom¬ 
ises to surpass anything of the kind ever held in this country, while the 
Dog-Show, which is to be a feature of the meeling, will doubtless have a 
good efiect in stimulating the production of better bred animals. Others 
of our Western States arc entering heartily into the movement. Ohio 
sportsmen last week followed in the lead of their brethren of Illinois, and 
the convention which has been called will doubtless result in the organiza¬ 
tion of a State Association. • 

Word reaches us from Tennessee, that the sportsmen of that State are 
wide awake on the subject, and that a call for a convention has been is 
ued, for the {iurposes of organization. 


OUR LADY FRIENDS. 

We are glad to see the interest evinced by our fair friends in the pages of 
the Field and Stream, and assure them that we arc proud of their sup¬ 
port and co-operation. It has heretofore been the exception rather than 
t the rule, for the mothers, wives aud sisters of bur sportsmen to contribute 
for the columns of the sporting journals, it being too often the case that 
. they are so conducted as to preclude the idea of anything from the pen of 
a lady; but we are pleased to note a decided change in this respect for the 
i belter. There is no reason why American women should not take part in 
out-door sports of the day, neither is there anything out of place in an 
expression of her ideas on appropriate subjects in the paper her male 
friends take so much pleasure in perusing. On the contrary, nothing 
could he more appropriate and welcome to both editors aud readers than 
notes gathered from her experience and observation. 

Nothing that has appeared iu our columns has beeu more generally 
praised aud widely copied than the spicy experience - of “A Sportsman's 
Wife ” during the first few weeks of “ Gentle Spring,” and we feel that we 
but express the unanimous wish of our renders when we ask our lady 
friends to write for our columns. 

Let us hear from them, and see if there are not " two sides ” to these 
delightful hunting excursions iu which our sportsmen are so enthusiastic. 


CHICAGO GUN CLUB. r 

At an election for permanent Officers of the Gun Club, held Tuesday. 
April 14th, the following were elected: 

President —John Gillespie. 

Vice-President— John Ennis. , 

Secretary —E. T. Martin. 

Treasurer— M. H. Gnerin. 

Board of Managers— Messrs. Fred Taplin. A. D. O’Neil and Chus. 
small. 

Turtle”* "* / ’Messrs. s - H - 'Uuri ill, F. .1. Abbey and William 

Oi ii correspondent.’• Pinnated Grouse.” applies the term •• Hercu¬ 
lean” to the task of mastering the Minnesota Game Law, and to allow 
us to judge for ourselves, sends us a copy of the law. The Soions of 
that State must have had time hang heavy on their hands at their late 
session, else they certainly would never have perpetrated sucli a prac¬ 
tical joke upon their unoffending constituents as the wading through 
' l**is endless mass of words. However, on the whole, it Is an iinprove- 
I menr over the old law, and, if vigorously enforced, will result iu 
: muoli good. 

— t 

lilE ranks of tlic Illinois State Sportsmen's Association are rapidly 
being filled by tbe better class of sportsmen throughout the State, anil 
many applications are already on file from sportsmen of other States. 
This Association will doubtless taKe rank as one of the lending organi- 
I zatinns In the country. 
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PERSONAL. 

—We acknowledge the receipt of complimentary tickets to the May 
meeting of the Vanderburgh Oo. Fair Association, which takes place 
at Evansville, Ind. 

—0. F. Holder Esq., of the American Museum of Natural History, 
Central Park, N. Y., has our thanks for a complimentary card of ad¬ 
mission to that celebrated institution. 

—Mr. James T. King, of Jacksonville, 111., sends us photographs of 
Ids double-nose pointer Dick. If Dick is as good in the field as his ap¬ 
pearance indicates, his master may well feel proud of him. 

—Mr. J. H. Noble, Secretary, will please accept our thanks for the 
list of members of the Eau Claire Sportsman’s Club. This club we 
are glad to note, proposes to enforce a due observance of their game 
laws. 

—Mr. H. B Pearson, Secretary of the Philadelphia Sportsmen’s 
Club, has our thanks for a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws of that 
association, also the roll of members. We know of no club in the 
United States which has a larger or more active membership among 
the genuine sportsmen of the country. April 25th lias been selected 
as the time for holding the annual meeting and the shoot for prize 
medals. The scores will be given in our columns. 

—On Monday of last week, Mr. Hamilton Boyd, a prominent bauker 
of Portland, Oregon, cabled at the business house of W. F. Milligan, 
EBq., of this city, and inquiring for that well known sportsman, in¬ 
formed him that he wanted to buy “ Ben,” one of the most noted dogs 
ii’r the West, imported by Mr. Milligan. Mr. M. fixed his price at 
$150, which was paid without a question, and Mr. B. left for his home 
on the Pacific slope, taking with him a dog which will doubtless attain 
distinction there, as he has done in the Prairie State. 

New State Sportsmen’s Associations. — In another column we 
publish the circular which has been addressed to the various sports¬ 
men and sportsmen’s clubs in Ohio, regarding the formation of a State 
Association, and our correspondents in that State write us that the 
movement meets with universal favor, and will doubtless prove suc¬ 
cessful. 

Elsewhere we give, a note from our Memphis correspondent and 
the Call for a Convention to organize the Tennessee State Associa¬ 
tion, and from what we know' of the gentlemen having (lie matter in 
hand, we predict a grand Convention at Memphis, on the first of May, 
and an organization under favorable auspices. 

We trust that the sportsmen of other States will stimulated to im¬ 
mediate action, by the example of their brothers of Illinois, Ohio 
and Tennessee; and on our part we promise a hearty co-operation with 
them in their efforts. Siiecial reporters from the Field and Stream 
will be In attendance to report in full the proceedings of these State 
Conventions, and the Constitutions of the newly organized Associa¬ 
tions, will be published, free of charge, in onr columns. 

South African Diamond Fields.— Such is the name of a little 
work, in pamphlet form, which we have before us. These fields were 
discovered in 1867, and startled the whole world into interest concern¬ 
ing them, more especially the European Continent. America too. Inis 
been effected by them, since Brazil has lost her pride of place, and our 
citizens are growing richer and consequently more able to purchase 
the magnificent diamond. Every one should read the little book, as 
it shows care in the getting up, and a consideration for purchasers, in 
as much as it is put together as cheaply as possible consistent with 
good material, of which It is throughout composed. In addition, it is 
a well written, concise and comprehensive account of this,, till lately, 
unheard of land. The language is vigorous and well chosen, and in 
some parts, very good indeed, though in others it shows the effects ot; 
the effort at brevity. It addresses itself to all business men—gamblers, 
adventurers —thoughtful men geologists, sportsmen, and especially to 
the ladies, to whom it is gallantly dedicated. Beyond all, it is thor¬ 
oughly practical, giving one such information tiiat the journey could 
be made to the country, without asking a single question of any one. 
Every one should read this Interesting book, and thus learn something i 
of this new world. See advertisement. 

Just as we are going to press the mail brings us the scores of sev¬ 
eral pigeon matches which came off at Paris, Ky., last Tuesday. They 
will appear in our next Issue. 


(Shtr JSuok JJable. 

Field Ornithology, comprising a Munual of Instruction for procur¬ 
ing, preparing and preserving birds, and a Check List of North 
American Birds, by Dr. Elliott Cones, U. S. A. Salem: Natural¬ 
ists’ Agency. Boston: Estes & Lauriat. New York: Dodd & 
Mead. 

Probably no other ornithological writer could have given us, in sucli 
a terse and yet lucid style, so much of valuable information on the 
subjects treated ot, as has been accomplished by the eminent author of 
this invaluable addition to American literature, and to Dr. Coues the 
true sportsmen must ever feel grateful for the clearness with which 
lie has marked out the path by which the amateur may obtain, with 
little expense, a collection of the birds of the North American Con¬ 
tinent. 

This work is designed as a Supplement to the Key to North Ameri¬ 
can Birds, by the same author— a work which we regard among the 
choicest treasures of our library, and which has been referred to at 
some length, in a former number of this paper. 

The book before ns is written in the free, familiar style which Dr. 
Coues so well knows how to adopt, and is entertaining while instruc¬ 
tive. The author closes a brief introduction by assuming that the 
reader is a novice in fleld-work, ** and begs the further privilege of 
waiving formality, that he may be allowed to address the reader very 
| familiarly, much as if chatting with a friend on a subject of mut*ual 
interest.” 

| That the doctor is a thorough sportsman, no one, after reading his 
j chapter on Implements and their Use, the Shot-gun, Ammunition. 
| etc., with instructions howto Carry, Clean, Load and Shoot a gun, 
can doubt. Through the enchanting pages of this delightful book, we 
accompany the gifted author from the gun store into the fields and 
forests, and can almost hear the twittering of the birds among the 
j waving branches of the trees. Attentive to the various details of the. 

| day’s work, which are entered into by our able teacher, the shadows 
of event tig close round us all too soon. 

I In the work room, observing and learning How to Make a Birdskin, 
i to Register and Label, the time passes quickly, and we lay down the 
book with regret that it is ended. 

I The Manual is followed by a Check List of all American Birds, and 
i may be used in labeling collections, for which purpose it is issued in 
] pamphlet form. 

As regards the typographical and genera) appearance of the work, 
' we need only say that It is fully up to the standard of all publications 
from the press of Putnam & Co. 

Its price places it within reach of all, and we hope that it will find 
an honored place in the library of every American sportsman. 

I My Siiuottxu Box, by Frank Forester, author of “ The Deerstalkers,” 
1 •• Quorndon Hounds,” ” The Warwick Woodlands.” etc., with Illus¬ 

trations by Darley. Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson & Brothers, 306 
i Chestnut street. 

j What sportman’s library would be considered complete without 
this inimitable work of the lamented Ilenry Wm. Herbert? Who but 
Frank Forester could paint rollicking Tom Draw, and generous, reck¬ 
less Harry Archer? The many attempts made by contributors to the. 
| columns of sporting journals, to imitate the style of ” Little Wax 
Skin,” as Tom Draw was wont to call poor Forester, prove the high 
esteem in which his works are held by every lover of field sports, and 
their universal failure but serves to make the distinction more 
marked. 

We are glad to see that the Messrs. Peterson have so fully met the 
demand of our sportsmen by providing this elegant, vet cheap, edi¬ 
tion of the writings of dear old Frank Forester. 

—The Legitimate Drama has held high carnival in Chicago during 
the past week, causing the variety folks, who have had tilings their 
own way so long, to take a " back seat.” At the Academy of Music, 
John McCullough made his appearance Monday evening, as Spartucus. 
in the "Gladiator,” and was well received. Jane Cooinbs, at MeVick- 
ers, played to good houses all the week, and Miss Katherine Rodgers 
closed her seccind week at Hooley’s, sustaining the title role in “Mi mi.” 
one of Bouolcaul t’s most popular society plays. 

—St. Paul has a Scandinavian Musical Society. 
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___ For Field »n<l StWMB. 

GOVERNOR BROSS’ GUN. 

HY CALAMINE. 

It was more than u dozen of years ago that n party of the “ Audn- 
1,0,1 Club" boys were encamped at “Skunk Island” iu the Winnebago 
Swamp for a week’s duck shooting. The sport at that time was gen¬ 
erally very fine, but the marshes are, to a great extent, drained now. 
" ell! about the middle of the week (just before the “evening shoot”) 
who should come along but “ Deacon" Bross (lie had not been Gov¬ 
ernor then), and asked if he “ mought stay with us for a little recrea¬ 
tion," and we told him he “mought.” There was not very good 
standing ground on the marsh in those days, and we were generally 
compelled to resort to teuantless muskrat houses for a footing. On 
one of these (eligibly situated), the future Governor was placed, and 
pretty soon the geese, and ducks, began tostream In. “Mark-below!" 
came np from among the reeds, and a single Mallard hove in sight, 
and aimed for the estimable gentleman aforesaid, and when near 
enough, that individual aimed and fired at him, with the following 
result: about 170 pounds of humanity went over backwards into the 
mud and water, minus a very prominent tooth, and finally crawled out 
on to the house “not made with hands," the muddiest mortal that eye 
ever beheld. The first train brought in an extra passenger for re¬ 
pairs. The ducks, scaled nearly to death by this extraordinary erup¬ 
tion of the earth, and sea, climbed nearly straight up in the air, (as 

only a Mallard can climb,) and put probably for the “Arctic Circle" 
minus his expected supper of wild rice. Some of the boys averred 
that that gun kicked three times at our valued friend after he fell, but 
this was not properly verified. 

It was some years afterwards that the then Governor came to us 
and said he had discovered a first rate place in “Ouisconsin” for duck 
shooting at a place called “ I.ake Horicon.” So about four o’clock one 
morning found us at “Chester,” where we disembarked from the train 
at old man McE weu's for two or three days’ shooting. This lake compris¬ 
ed about 3i, 000 acres of overflowed land, made so by a dam at its foot, at 
Horicon, and the fishing and shooting was then splendid. It had 
many wooded islands in it and was the favorite resort of the Milwau¬ 
kee, Racine and Madison sportsmen. We got off at daylight, and had 
very good success iu getting ducks until about 11 o’clock, when it fell 
a dead calm, and we concluded we would go up and get a lunch and a 
short “siesta." Just as we were about starting, the boats being 
about a gun shot and a half apart, a teal duck came along close to the 
water and we were about to shoot at it, lie fore It came in range of our 
friend’s boat, when he screamed out not tt> shoot, and immediately fired 
both barrels at it, filling the subscriberso full of Mo. 6, not medicine, but 
shot, that no more will be needed to make him respectably tatooed 
for the remainder of his life. At this unseemly proceeding, we direct¬ 
ed our crew, a small boy, to close on the enemy before he could re¬ 
load, coming along side. We explained that it was not according to 
tlie law of nations to be shooting at everybody on the high seas, and 
pulled out a handful of buck shot—at the same time lie pulled out a 
flask containing about four drams, of which we loaded np with a part, 
and he with a part, and on his promise not to do so any more we part¬ 
ed. About an hour afterwards we heard a most terrific fusilade be¬ 
hind a wooded Island, and pulled for the scene of action. There was 
about twenty acres of the finest snipe mud one ever saw, and all kinds 
of snipe had congregated on it, preparatory to their migration south¬ 
ward. The Ditacon and the boy were pegging away as fast as they 
could load and fire, and the quantity they had killed was marvelous. 
Big snipes, and little snipes, were hopping around on one leg, othere 
with a wing broken were Mopping around, being first-rate decoys. 
The only trouble was, that the mud was so deep that one’s oar would go 
down the full length without propelling the boat ahead an inch, and it 
was too thick to row through except In a few places. We got a splen¬ 
did bag, and came home highly delighted with our trip. This lake is 
now nearly drained, the dam at Horicon being taken down, after long 
litigation, and almost all of its area is one of the finest corn fields In 
the State. 

Sometime during “ the war” we were standing iu the doorway of 
the Journal office, when who should come through the alley from the 
Tribune office but our sporting friend. “ Now,” says he Imploringly, 

“ don’t put that in the Journal , yvlll you?” Evidently something was 
up—what, we could not divine. Whether he had been pulled for being 
where he ought not to be,— been assigned to the command of an army 


corps, or had been appointed to a first-class foreign mission, was some¬ 
thing we could not comprehend. “How is it,” we enquired r “Well, you 
see I was down at Morris; we got on the ground very early in the 
morning, the dew was very heavy, and the dogs behaved splendidly, 
the birds got right up among the cattle and horses,” (we became in¬ 
terested,) “ and they all rose at once, as many as thirty or forty of 
them, and 1 banged botli barrels at once.” “ How many did you kill?” 
asked we, trembling all over with excitement at the narration. Look¬ 
ing at me, and wondering at our obtuseness of perception, he replied- 
“ 1 killetl a ^arse/” “A what?” “A horse!” “ Valuable?” we enquir- 
ed. “ Paid #130 for him, owner took off #20 because it was an acci¬ 
dent.’’ This remarkable catapult, and terrific fusee, stood guard over 
tiie Tribune office at the time the Times was in trouble. 

A distinguished West Pointer now among us, bagged a 1300 pound 
horse in pretty much the same way. 


EARLY HUNTING in WISCONSIN. 

_ EAir Claire, April 13, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream : 

Allow me to contribute to the columns of your paper the particu¬ 
lars of a hunting excursion George C-- and I went on iu 1859 when 

game was more plenty in this section of the country than at the pres¬ 
ent time. It was about the second or third of November. I stood 
by the gate ns George was passing by; he stopped, nnd after a few 
remarks upon the different topics of the day, he proposed that we 
take a trip up Wolf river, which is some forty miles above this point 
As I was always ready to set out upon such a trip, when not otherwise 
engaged, it was agreed that we start the next morning. 

Early dawn found everything in readiness, and we made a start for 
the wilderness. At sundown we were within five miles of the desired 
grounds, and, being very tired, we selected a dry spot and camped for 
the night. The next morning by daybreak we had pulled stakes and 
were on the tramp again. We reached our journey’s end about 10 A. 
M., and amused ourselves the rest of the day by repairing our camp, 
gathering fuel, etc. We were well acquainted with the lay of the 
country, having hunted there the three or four previous seasons. 

The morning of the third day, leaving our noble fox hound to watch 
camp, we sallied forth in search of the “noble buck,” but returned at 
night without even getting a glimpse of any of the antlered beauties 
We were not discournged, however, for, judging from the numerous 
“ deer signs,” we were to make a big haul ere we returned home. 

The fourth day we met with better success. I took a southed v 
course, George going to the southeast. About ten o'clock a large doe 
started from a clump of underbrush, some twelve rods to my left. I 
managed to get in a shot, wounding her in the shoulder, but not 
sufficient to check her speed to any great extent; but, as luck would 
have it, she ran within ten rods of George, and he “cut loose,” put¬ 
ting a bullet through her heart, thus ending her mad career. When I 
arrived, George had her dressed; then began the tedious task of “tow¬ 
ing her into camp.” We went at it with n good will, and succeeded 
in getting her to the top of a ridge within sight of camp, when we 
witnessed a very amusing drama. Our dog sat on the ground looking 
longingly to the topmost branches of a tall pine, where was perched 
an old bear and her two cubs. We dropped everything, save our 
guns, nnd made a double quick for the scene. We were not long in 
making way with the cubs, but the old lady was “on her muscle,” and, 
after receiving two or three shots, came to the ground, not as a corpse! 
but ns a pugilist, which she soon proved herself to be. As soon as site' 
struck the ground the dog commenced worrying her; but the wounds 
slie had received only made her the worse, and we put some ten or 
eleven bullets iu her body before we won the battle. It seems that 
she and the cubs had come with the intention of exploring the inte¬ 
rior ot our camp, but the dog was opposed to any such proceedings, 
and the bear, rather than tight, had mounted the tree. 

We remained on the same grounds some two weeks, killing twenty- 
eight deer, after our adventure with the bear. C. S. E. 

’Field and Stream. — This is the title of a new candidate for the 
favor of the western country, and certainly, judging from the Initial 
number received, it Is, if Its present excellence is sustained, well worthy 
a liberal support. Sports of the field, fishing, etc., will receive liberal 
attent ion In the columns of Field and Stream, and we hope the proprle- 

fyorting Timer" 1 "™ recelve an abundant support ” -Canadian 
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£hc gr ay, _ 

A LITTLE ICE-WATER. 

Second Match kou the Possession ok the Champion Pitcher 
ok the Bluer City Shooting Ci.it n. 


TIE, 26 YARDS. 

W. D. Wilson.0 0 10 1—2 | L. Ordner.... 

TIE, 31 YARDS. 

L. Ordner.0 0 0 0 1—1) W. D. Wilson 


Sweepstakes after the Club match. 


0 0 0 1 1-2 
.01111-4 


The second match for the possession of the champion pitcher of the 
Bluff City Shooting Club was held at the old race track Tuesday, 
April 7th, in which twelve members participated. The extreme bad 
weather prevented many from attending save members of the club 
who intended to participate. At the first match Mr. Pink Bryson 
killed 7 birds out of 6 double rises, carried oft' the prize. In this 
match, us will be seen by the score, Mr. R. W. I.ightburne won the 
prize, he, however, having to shoot oft' a tie with Mr. Joe Speeht, as 
each gentleman killed 8 out of 10 in the main match. A stiff wind 
was blowing from the score, and as the birds came up if they started 
back it required a snap shot to get them. In accordance with a resolu¬ 
tion of the club, all members In good standing who will pay an en¬ 
trance fee of «5 are allowed to shoot in all matches for the pitcher. 

TERMS OK THE MATCH. 

The match was at five double birds, 18 yards rise, 100 yards boun¬ 
dary, iu accordance with the rules of the club. Messrs. Jerry Oockrill 
and Wo. Tucker acted at judges, Mr. S. L. Barinds, Secretary of the 
club, acting as scorer. Without particularizing any of the scores, the 
result of the shooting is given in the subjoined score: 

Jos. Speeht, jr. 

R. W. Liglitburne.... 

D. D. Saunders.10 

William Bowles. 

J. W. Alley. 

A. F. Grainger. 

P. Bryson..... 

E. W. Welles.. 

D. O, Dyer. 

D. Bryson. 

J. M. Rodgers. 

S. I.. Barinds. 

*Xo birds. 

SHOOTING OKK THE TIE. 

According to the rules Messrs. I.ightburne and Speeht were placed 
three yards further back, and furnished with three double birds each. 
In the shoot offMr. Speeht killed his first, third and sixth, the others 
getting away. Mr. Liglitburne killed five of his six birds, winning 
the match and pitcher. 


Record of a match shot at Salt Lake on the 8th of April, 1874, ac¬ 
cording to Wasatch Rules. Five Pigeons each, occupying one hour 
and a half. Prize, 820.00. Entrance fee, 85.00. Referee, H. T. Selby. 
Scorer, W. W. Black. The weather was clear, with a strong northeast 
wind blowing. 

SUMMARY'. 


•rtlK SCORE. 
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A. Greenwald. 
J. Wright. 


.0111 1—4 O. Obey....0 0 0 * 1—1 

.10 11 1—4 P. Swan.1 1 1 1 0—4 


Niagara Falls, April 0th, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream: 

A match was shot here on April 2nd between the young Amateurs 
of Niagara for practice. The day was very windy mid bad for shoot¬ 
ing. The score is as follows: 

SCORE. 


Win. Shipman.1 1 1 1 0—4 

Geo. Pool.1 10 0 1—3 

Charley Rice.1 1 0 0 0—2 


James Evans.. .-^,0 111 1—4 

Fred-Rice.0 0 1 0 1—2 

Hazard Sheldon.0 10 0 1—2 


All .under 10 years of age. Mr. Shipman and Mr. Pool used Parker 
guns 


* Dead out of bounds. 


SHOOTING AT GRAND RAPIDS. 

A match was shot Thursday, April 2nd, at the Fair Grounds, near 
this city, by a number of our amateurs who had expected to contend 
for the Club gold medal, but, owing to the scarcity of birds, were 
disappointed, there not being enough on hand to accommodate all 
who wished to shoot. Conditions: 11 team pigeons each, ground 
traps. Prairie Club Rules. 

THE SCORE. 

II. Decker... 1 10 0 1111111—8 

D. Thayer. 1111110 111 1-10 

A. Preusser...1 1 1 ® 1 ® ® 

J. B, White. 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0—4 

N. S. Dygert...1 1 1 1 01 0] 01 1—8 

A. B. Turner. 0 0 111110 110-7 

G. A. Gould. 1111111110 0-8 


SHOOTING AT SALT LAKE. 

Salt Lake, April 9, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream: 

Enclosed find scores of our quarterly Club match, and also a sweep- 
stakes, shot on our grounds yesterday lu the presence of about two 
hundred ladies and gentlemen. Among our visitors were members 
from two other clubs in this Territory, namely: Corinne and Ogden; 
and the matter of organizing a Territorial Sportsmen’s Association 
tvas very favorably adt'oeated by all, and we hope in a short time to 
perfect the organization, and any information you may be pleased to 
give us will be kindly appreciated by all. 

Yours, &e., W. 


Match shot at Salt Luke April 8,1874, according to Wasatch Club 
Rules; 12 Tame Pigeons each; first prize gold medal. Referee, A. 
Greenwald. Scorer, W. W. Chesholm. The weather was clear, with 
a strong wind from the northeast. The birds flew lively and good 
shooting was necessary to mnke a clear score. 

SUMMARY. 
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Books Forwarded.— The following articles have been forwarded 

by mail: 

W. \V. Black, 1 binder; W. S. Sargent, 1 binder; A. J. Felsted, 
Trapper’s Guide; YV. W. Barr, Richardson’s Handbook of Dogs; G. A. 
Gould, 1 binder;L. H. Haymoud, 1 binder, 1 Taxidermist’s Manual; 

J. N. Smith, The Crack Shot; R. W. Mander, Dog Breaking; L. C. 
Brown, Trapper’s Guide; N. Stevenson, 3 binders, Fur, Fin and Feath¬ 
er, Key to N. American Birds; Geo. Martin, Frank Forrester’s Sport¬ 
ing Scenes and Characters; A. YV. Smith, The Trotting Horse of 
America; Carlton Mix, Key to N. American Birds, Fur, Fin and 
Feather, On the Wing; J. L. Harris, Lewis’ American Sportsman; H. 

K. Murray, Taxidermist’s Manual, Fishing in American YVaters; Chas. 
Winn, Dog Breaking, 2 binders, Trapper’s Guide; A. J. Felsted, Lew¬ 
is’ American Sportsman; H. M. Higgins, 10 binders. On the YVIng. 
Angler’s Manual; E. D. Knight, 7 binders, Modern Breech Loaders; 
Chas. Hudson, Fur, Fin, and Feather; YV. H. YVilsou. Illustrated 
Horse Doctor; G. B. Norman, 6 binders, The Art of Fishing; L. II. 
Haymoud, Fur. Fin and Feather; N. O. Davis, 2 binders, Arms and 
Ammunition; Wm. Seater, 1 binder j M. C. Case, Vnr, Fin and Feath¬ 
er; W. B. Thompson, 3 binders, Dog' Breaking. The Dog; C. W. Car¬ 
ter. 2 copies American Game in Its Seasons; J. L. Ross, Horse and 
Horsemanship, Fox Hunting, 2 hinders, Recreations in Shooting; F. 
D. Owen, Richardson's Handbook of Dogs. 


—Mrs. May Seville, wife of the manager of the National Theatre, Wash 
ington, will he tendered a grand-complimentary benefit, by a large number 
of the prominent ladies of the District, previous to her retirement from the 
stage of that city. 
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importing Hews Nummary. 

1 AI'I' FOR A CONVENTION OF TENNESSEE SPORTSMEN. 

A Convention of Sportsmen, interested in tiie sports of tlie field and 
the strict enforcement of tl|j? laws for the protection of game, and 
snoli other matters as may be considered necessary for the action of 
such an organization, is called to meet at Memphis. Tenn., on the 1st 
day ot May. 1874. for the purpose of organizing a State Sportsmen's 
Association. 

Each club now organized in the State will be entitled to fire votes 
in the Convention, and these votes may be east by delegates regularly | 
eleeteil and accredited from their club, or by the appointment of some j 
member of the Convention, who shall have power to cast them for I 
Mich club, on all questions' that, may come before the Convention. | 
Counties or cities, where there is no regular organization, will be en- I 
titled to three votes in the Convention; and these votes may be cast 
upon the same ruling as if delegated from regular organized clubs. 

Each delegate and proxy should be furnished with a Certificate of 
Election, or appointment signed by the President and Secretary of 
the club which lie represents. 

Delegates from any county or city, where there is no regular organ¬ 
ization, will be welcomed and entitled to all the privileges of the 
Convention. 

The Convention will meet at 8 o'clock r. m., ut the Peabody Ho-! 1 
tel, and proceed immediately to organize for the work before it. j i 
It is earnestly requested that every local club, together with every ! < 
county and city throughout the State, will be represented in the Con¬ 
vention. Subjects of importance to every sportsman will be brought ] 
beforp the Convention and acted upon. 

By order of the Committee; 

D. D. Saunders, 

P. H. Bryson, 1 

F. R. Brenan, 1 

R. W. Lightiiurnk, 

S. L. B a rinds. 


out the State. Communications upon the subject can be addressed to 
the Secretary, and if the proposition meets with general favor, a con¬ 
vention in due time will be called, to meet at sudi time and place as 
the majority may favor. 

_ . Allan T. Brinsmadk. Pres't. 

Wm. P. Cowan, Sec’y. 

HHJs fr ' Bftl>cot 'k. W. J- Farrar, H. A. Harvey, F. Rockefeller, C. C. 


GRAND SHOOTING TOURNAMENT, 
to be held at the city of Memphis, Tenn., under the auspices of the 
Bluft City Shooting Club, will take place on Saturday, May 2nd, 1874, 
being the day following the meeting of the Sportsmen’s Convention. ’ j 

THREE PRIZES TO HE CONTESTED FOR. 

First prize, $100; second prize, 950: third prize. 925; in plate or mon¬ 
ey, at the option of the winner. 

The match will he shot under the rules of the club, but open to all 
coiners at S double birds, 18 yards rise, 100 yards boundary. 

Shooting to commence at 10 o’clock a. m. ‘The day’s sport to con¬ 
clude with a grand Elk and Deer Chase. 

A cordial invitation extended to every one. * 

By order of the President. ‘ S/E. Barinds, Sec’y. 

Cl.EVELAND SPORTSMEN’S CLUB. 

To Sportsmen and Sportsmen's Clubs op Ohio: 

Believing it to be for the interest of sportsmen throughout the 
State, that a State Sportsmen’s Association be formed, and as many , 
l.ave already expressed opinions favorable to such organization, the 
undersigned, members of the Cleveland Sportsmen’s Club, in mu- . 
1'S °f * w *? lu . l,(, 1 l , tl ' 1,1,1 effei’t « 1 heir last meeting, issue this 
(.ocular letter to leading sportsmen and clubs in the State?respectfully 
requesting suggestions and expressions from such relative to the pro- I I 
posed organization. A convention of sportsmen for the formation of ( 
a .state Association, will not be devoted simply to the business of ef- 
lecting an organization, but many subjects of interest to them will be 

lion i a®* 1 ' , .; Ksa - vs "I 11 bo r 1 mI > nddresses made, profitable discus- 1 
sion had, and the occasion made a pleasant, and beneficial one The 
subject of artificial propagation and culture of fish, which is one of 
great interest to the people of the Slate, will be considered. When¬ 
ever legislation is attempted « hich is unjust to the sportsman, then a ' 
Mate Association, acting in unison with auxiliary clubs and sports- i 
men generally, will uselts influence to prevent it; assuring the laud- t 
owner, however, that genuine sportsmen have a proper regard for his 
Jigbt, and do most emphatically deprecate the acts of lawless hun- 

Ihe subject oi preservation of game, and the enforcement of exist.- i 

i!l g fP m<> t,ie , (illt > r . ,,f «>• sportsmen in regard to them, will * 

be thoroughly discussed. Finally, by holding such a convention, and b 
the formation ot such an association as proposed, a more social and c 
friendly feeling will be established among all true sportsmen through- F 


. 8 OUR WASHINGTON LETTER. 

„ „ ,, Washington, April 13th, 1874. 

Editors Field and Stream: 

ly ! Witl > the opening of Spring, our sporting items are more numerous 
^ ! and cheerful. 

),• j Numbers of our sportsmen have visited the marshes of the Potomac. 

| a»d have returned with good bags of snipe and ducks, 
i- | t)u Monday, March 30th, Mr. E. L. Mills, Bhooting from a box on the 
it ■ l iver > between the Arsenal wharf and Buzzard’s Point, killed sixty odd 
ducks. He commenced shooting at daylight, and by eight o’clock, bail 
(f killed thirty-seven. The ducks did not fly much during the middle of 
(f ; the day, but in the afternoon, were as thick as ever. This is the best 
i amateur score ever made so near the city. 

i- We have had a few pigeon matches at Analoston Island, during the 
e last two weeks. Mr. J. W. House, the one armed champion of the 
I District, shot a match with A. S. Bryou, at eleven birds each. House 
killed eight to Bryon’s six. Another match between Godsby, House, 
j and Bryon, at seven birds each, resulted as follows: 

Godsby, 1 1 1 0 0 0 1—4 | House, 1 0 01 0 0 0—2 | Bryon, 1 0 0 1 1 0 0_3 

- On April 7th, two pigeon matches took place at the Island, the first 
1 being between McBlnir and Godsby, resulted in favor of McBlair. bv 
two birds. 

The second match was between Godsby and Mills, at ten birds each, 
resulting as follows: 

Mills,, ...lllllllio 1—9 | Godsby.000 1 001 00 0—2 

Mills used a magnificent Remington Breech Loader, said to be one 
ol the finest guns in this section. Sportsmen in our city are adopting 
the Remington as our standard gnu, for the close and hard shooting. 

, As good as any foreign gnu made. 

The rage for boating continues, and the several yaehtmen around 
town are busily engaged in overhauling their crafts, preparatory to 
the summer sport. 

There lias been some few bass caught at the Great Falls, by the 
members of tiie Washington F’ishing Club, but the river now is very 
high and muddy. The fishermen down the river are complaining of 
the lateness and small return of the season. 

We are going to try the new idea of fishing for shad with a fly; will 
let you know the result. 

1 he Spi iug meeting of tiie Washington Driving Association, promises 
to give our sporting gentry a lively time. The first race takes place 
May 13th, and will be followed by four others during that month, and 
I two races in the month of .lime. Tiie races will come ofl at Bright- 
wood Park, and the premiums to be ottered will amount to three thou¬ 
sand dollars. All horses entered must have been owned in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia, prior to March 1st, and ail of the races are to be to 
harness, three in five, and trotted according to the rules of the Na¬ 
tional Trotting Association. We anticipate a successful and lively sea¬ 
son, and expect to see good time made. 

The annual meeting of the National Sportsmen's Club of Washing¬ 
ton, takes place in a few days, when the officers will he elected for the 
ensuing year. We expect to add many names to our list. 

We have a game and dog law to present to tiie Legislature for ac- 
j tion. Will send you copies ns soou as printed. Thkodouk Smith. 

Pisciculture. The following named gentlemen have united inn 
formal call for a convention to be held in the city of Elgin, on Tues¬ 
day, May 5th, at tiie Court House, commencing at 1 o’clock, p. m., for 
tiie purpose of promoting the cause of fish culture: 

K. K. Jones, Quincy, Ill.; R. M. Richard, Waterman, 111.; L. Els- 
worth, Naperville. Ill.; W. A. Pratt, Elgin, 111.; C. G. Atkins, Chicago. 
HI.; D. S. Hammond, Chicago, 111.; G. W. Lackey, Chicago, Hi.; Geo. 
Steward, Piano. Ill,; FI. Wattler, McHenry, 111.; Lewis Steward, Chi-' 
cago, HI.; O. R. Hawkins, Kankakee. 111.; M. B. Castle.Sandwich, Ill.; 

N. E. Ballou. Sandwich. 111. 
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Ju-lpoors. 


DRAMATIC AND OTHERWISE. 


I 

—The Metropolitan is the name of a social club at Ottawa, HI. 

—“ Siigar-enta” are the latest style of Wisconsin social gatherings. 

—Three hours and a half is the average length of a Nebraska court- 
ship. 

—Madame Brignoli. is the new attraction, in Keliogg's English 
Opera Troupe. 

—John Hay lias printed another column of dogoned doggerel, under j 
the head of a poem. 

—A Yale Olee Club is concertizing through tire West for the pur¬ 
pose of raising funds for a boat house. 

—The time for plucking the “sweet May flower” draweth nigh, and 
the silvery voice of the book peddler is heard in tire land. 

—Lucille Western inaugurates the “Snivelling Drama." in Phil¬ 
adelphia, at the Walnut Street Theatre, next Monday evening. 

—The publisher of a recent subscription book, printed a view of 
Seville, Spain, as an accurate representation of ancient Memphis. 

—The Alleghanians. with their swiss bells. Silver orchestral hand, 
and celebrated vocal quartet, are meeting with good success in Canada. , 

—The Harvard “ boys ” are get ting up a social history of the Univer- : 
sity. with descriptions of the building, sketches of the professors, &e. 

—Eli Perkins is somewhat “mixed" in his geographical bearings.; 
In a recent letter, from the West, he makes Kansas City the Capitol of j 
Kansas. 

-Don Platt has written a play on Washington Society and the | 
Manager of the Union Square Theatre, to whom he oflered it, lias re¬ 
jected it. 

—A volume of ttie saying of President Lincoln, recently printed in 
London, was so eagerly taken that no copies remained on sale at the I 
end of a week. 

—The Chicago “ Free Religious Society,” after having been organ¬ 
ized over a year, is just now making a desperate effort to settle the 
question, “What is True Religion?" •«- 

—The Crusade is dying to slow music, and we shall not be surprised | 
to hear that some of the reformed ones hatfe again “ partaken of the j 
intoxicating pledge and broken the cup.” 

—Not satisfied with Ills Hippodrome and Balloon projects. Baruum ' 
lias engaged Captain Mayne Reid to write a series of plays, founded ; 
on his own novels, to be produced simultaneously on the British and 
American stages. 

—IIow many times will 52 "go into” 87.50, is the problem that is] 
vexing a Jacksonville, Ill., club, that invested in the Louisville Lot¬ 
tery. If some one will solve if, and forward the answer, a division 
will immediately be made. 

—Miss Belle Reynolds of Grand Rapids, Michigan, has been tender¬ 
ed the position as Soprano of the First Presbyterian Church of this ; 
city, she is called “Michigan’s sweet singer," and i* highly spoken' 
of by the entire press of that State. 

—A Complimentary Testimonial, to the Edwin Forrest Dramatic' 
Association, will take place next Monday at the Amateur's Drawing 
Room, Philadelphia. “Hamlet" will be produced, ami tiie cast is a 
strong one. Harry II. Taggart essays the title role. 

—San Francisco has been “ Neilson mad.” A correspondent writing 
from that city, says: “Not to see Neilson is to be out of fashion, and 
not to be enthusiastic over everything she dees is to have bad ja^te.” 
The receipts of Miss Neilson’s first two weeks averaged #1700. and the 
entire engagement averaged a much larger sum. 

—Nilsson is conscious of her “ good looks.” A Boston letter writer 
says that she recently met a young lady at the Hub who remarked. 
“Miss Nilsson, I am delighted to nave the pleasure of seeing yon, I 
have been told so often by my friends that I resemble you.” Mad¬ 
ame seaned her for a moment, and cooly replied, “ 1 prefer my own 
face.” 

—“ Ye Oldde Folkes Concert,” under the management of Caroline 
Richings Benard, was n decided success, as it deserved to be. The 
entertainment consisted of a “ Lyste of Sacred Tunes, Anthemes,, 
Fugues, and other sette pieces, also Rhymes and Worldly songs of a 
Secular Sorte.” The costumes of “ Ye Synggers" was as ancient and 
unique as the songs they sung. 

—Barnum’s Hippodrome, in New Y'ork. was opened tiiis week. It 
oocuples an entire block, is heated by steam, and made perfectly fire¬ 
proof, by the use of a coating of patent cement, while over the central 
portion is spread an immense canvas roof. The track is one fifth of a 
mile in circumference, and the unoccupied ground inside of it, is laid 
out as a beautilnl flower garden with fountains at eaoh end. The aud¬ 
ience can enter the structure through any of its four sides. The north 
side is furnished with crimson morocco opera chairs, the West with 
cane seated chairs, and the remaining space with comfortable benches. 
The Menagerie is on the South side, and beneath the seats are spa¬ 
cious bath and dressing rooms. At night the building is ablaze with 
myriads of gas jets, and with the gay flags and faucy costumes, pre¬ 
sents an unusually festive appearance. 


Answers to Correspondents. 

-o- 

l Letter* iMldrcned to thl* piper, containing proper Interrogatorlee, will be answered in 
till* column. Correspondent* requiring answer* by mill must Incloee stamp. All letters 
should be accompanied by the writer's name and address, an well as his nom db flume. ] 

Downey A Bro ., News Dealer *.—You omitted to give your address, 
and we are therefore unable to communicate with you. 

Carl II, La Cross, Wit, —With a well-broken Gordon Setter, you 
may travel far before finding his equal. This strain is a great favor¬ 
ite among the English nobility. 

H. O., South Bend, Ind. —Owing to the unexpected demand for the 
"Field and Stream Score Blanks,” we are out of them, but will for¬ 
ward a supply to you in n few days. 

Frank, Wichita. —Got your sportsmen together in Convention and 
organize the Kansas State Sportsmen’s Association. With the influ¬ 
ence your Association will exert, you can easily have the law properly 
amended. 

C. J. II.. Bement .—The Illinois State Sportsmen's Association Rules 
for Trap Shooting, are being prepared by the Executive Committee, 
and will soon lie published in our columns. The Tournament opens 
Tuesday. June 1st. 

Professional.— Please inform me what constitutes a professional 
trap-shot. Where is the dividing line between “ professionals" and 
amateurs? Ant.— The best definition of the term that we have ever 
heard, was given by a leading lawyer-sportsman: “Any one who has 
ever published a challenge, or accepted a published challenge, is a 
professional.” 

W. IF. B. and Others .— Issue a circular letter to the sportsmen in 
your State, asking them to co-operate with you in a movement to or¬ 
ganize a State Sportsmen’s Association, by meeting with you in Con¬ 
vention for that purpose. The further details will be clear to you 
upon perusal of the Minutes of the Illinois Convention, at Chicago, 
last March, for which see Field axd Stream. March 21. The Consti¬ 
tution and By-Laws of the Illinois Association will servo as a model. 
We cheerfully place our columns at your service for the publication of 
your “call ” for a Convention, and the full report of your meetings. 

Honor. —I’lease state in your “Answers to Correspondents" whether 
or not a challenge was ever issued by the Champaign (Ill.) Shooting 
Cluli. to shoot a match against any club in the State? If so, when, 
when' and what has been done about it? .1 ns .—“Nino," a corres¬ 
pondent of ttie American Sportsman, writing from Champaign, Oct. 
11.1873, in speaking of that club, says: "A challenge lias been issued 
from our club to shoot any ten members of any club iii the State, ten 
single rises, 21 yards rise, 80 yards boundary. 1 oz. shot. If the chal¬ 
lenge is accepted, will send you report of the shoot." The Kennicott 
Club, of ('liicago, accepted the challenge, (so says the writer of the 
letter of acceptance), since which time nothing further lias been heard 
from Champaign on the subject of challenges. 

LETTER FROM KANSAS. 

Rrni.ixoTOji. April 12th. 1874. 

Editors Field axi> Stream: 

By the ambiguity of our game law, we failed in our suit against the 
parties who sold venison on our streets, but we are not disheartened, 
and intend to have the law amended. The only way to test the law is 
to try. The shooting is good here now. Ducks are plenty. Tire 
Snipe have come but are in poor order yet. W. II. Biar. our treasur¬ 
er, did some of the finest shooting last Thursday 1 ever saw. He kill¬ 
ed seventeen “single” ducks in less than four horn's. Eight of them 
were killed straight. lie is the champion duck sliootist in these parts 
now, and we take oft our hats when we meet him. 1 see questions re¬ 
garding Quail withholding their scent, whether it is through fear or 
of their own power. Sometimes 1 incline to one opinion, then the other. 
1 have never been able to get up all that I marked down in thick grass. 
Sometimes I think the dogs have worked round so much that it “smells 
dog.” and I leave them, come back after a few minutes, and 
get the most of them up. I have marked down single birds, and could 
not put them up. but go away a little while, and the dog will go right 
to them.sometimes. One thing that Inclines me in favor of the latter 
theory, is that one may take a dead Bob White (Just killed), and 
will be unable to hide it from a good dog. Yours, Frank. 
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waterproof Shooting coats Chicago Shot Tower Company, 

1IT a . nvnxv • * ^ 


W. II. HOLABIKI), 
Valparaiso, Ind., 

has introduced to the Amateur Sportsmen > PERFECTLY 
WATERPROOF COAT, at it:si than half the price of Eng¬ 
lish coats. The MATERIAL is FIRM and LASTING, of 
a dead grass color. The coat contains POCKETS for 
Shells, Flasks, Wads, Extras, Ac , with CAPACIOUS 
GAME POCKETS INSIDE. Every coat warranted to 
give satisfaction. All Gun Dealers keep them. Sent C. 
O. D. for $Q.OO. Send to your Gun Dealer, or to 

W. U. HO LA BIRD, Manufacturer, 
Valparaiso, Ind. 

“The South African Diamond Fields.” 

How and When* to Make 

$ 125 , 000.00 

al oue turn of the hand. Sent po»t froc for 78 cent*, hy 
the Author and Publisher, 

A. H. HORNSBY, 

Room 15, 177 East Madison Street, Chicago. 

Boston Dental Association. 

E. 0. SJiTDER, Dentist, Manager, 

Northwest Corner Dearborn and Mad¬ 
ison Streets, Chicago. 

Fall Upper or Lower Sole, beet Gum Teeth.$14 I 

Plain Teeth... 10 | 


Manufacturers of Improved Finish 

DROP & BUCK SHOT, 

Balls and Bar Lead, 

Office, N. Clinton St., West Side, 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

E. W. BLATCHFORD, Pres. C. F. GATES, Trcas. 

N. C0RW1TH, Vice-Free. 


irlL yiSaMi, 



No cbarec for extracting with gas, when we ineert new 
iceth. Filling at greatly reduced rate*. We nee the beet 
materials, ana warrant all work flret-claae. 

Pleaue bring this advertisement with yon. 


1 mt 



"The highlit authority on the luhject." 


A 

The Cheapest and -Best 

Literary and Family Journal 

£3 ONLY 

<pl.OU PER YEAR. 

the national 

Serial Stories. Essays on Social, Literary 
of ^value to aVl**’ *” d !>ract 11,1 * n<1 '"tercstlng Information 

contains a complete history of 
Vk NA T‘' ,NAL UFE INSURANCE CO., which 

Inmlrlng hMifo^ eV8ry pt ‘ re0 “ Wb ° hl “ ° r cullU ' m P lnt ' !8 

Presented Free 

» c °py" f jthe beaulifnl STEEL EN¬ 
GRAVING, *S»'W inches, called FUN AND FROUC. the 
cation * T * t " MoB * P rcml,ln > ever offered with any pnbll- 

CANVA8SERS WANTED 

ERAL CASH^OMmYssION^PAID*'' 

tailring fnrther Information.° f tb ' ! P “ P ‘’ rttnd dreu,sre CU1 " 
Remit fl.ftO for *uInscription and postage and packing <if 
engraving. Addreee, * 

THE NATIONAL, 

48 Major Block, Chicago, III. 
A. M. DECKER, 

Professor of 

Taxidermy and Embalming, 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

Bird* and Animate Prepared and Mounted by 
■ the New Process-Embalmed with 
Flesh all in, 


Key to North American Birds. WE MAKE DROP SHOT rectly and Slakes Perfect Specimens* 1 ) 'and'a'leo by'the'old 

Of the fnii (....it... ci.M. method of Skinning and Stuffing, as parties may desire. 


By Elliott Coues. 

Containing a concise account of every species (living 
and fossil) of bird known to inhabit, North America. 
Complete descriptions of the species and higher groups, 
arranged according to the most approved classification, 
with geographical distribution, hints of habits, and refer¬ 
ences to standard authors. With an introduction to gen¬ 
eral Ornithology, explaining the principles of the science, 
defining all technical words, Ac. Designed especially for 
the nse of Student*. Amateurs. Sportsmen and Collectors. 
This is the 

Standard and Only Text-Book of American 
Ornithology. 

Imperial octavo. 36(» pp.. full cloth, beautifully printed on 
tinted paper, and profusely illustrated with steel plates 
and wood cuts. Price, $7.00, with usual discount to 
the trade. Salem: Naturalists' Agency. Boston: Estes 
& La tire at. New York: Dodd A Mead. And booksellers 
generally, Ab the edition is limited, orders should 
not be delayed. 

Also, by the same Author. 

FIELD ORNITHOLOGY. 

A complete Manual of Instruction for Col¬ 
lecting , Preparing and Preserving Birds, cover¬ 
ing the whole ground of Practical Ornithology. 
With the help of this work, any one may become in a 
short time an expert taxidermist and collector. It in¬ 
structs the tyro in all the mysteries of wood-craft and 
bird-stuffing. With this Manual is issued 

A Check-List of North American Birds, 

Classified and named according to the “ Key," so printed 
as to be used in Labelling Collections. Price of Manual 
and Check-list, handsomely bound together, $9.60; of 
Check-List alone, in pamphlet, 75c. Send orders to 


Of the following Sizes: 

Nos. 12, II, 10, 9, 8, 7. 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, I, B, BB, BBB, 

0 , 00 , 000 , 

And the following sized 

BUCK SHOT AND BALLS: 


Order* may be loft at the Store, of F. J. Abbey, 
IS CLARK STREET. 


“FIELD AND STREAM 

SCOR2 BLANKS, 


28 28 31 33 34 36 38 44 r0K 

'iwiooiooioiiiooiooiooioo Reporting Scores of Shooting Matches. 

and the TRADE BALL, of 54-100dtbs Olam., or l A ounce THE ONLY 

weight. 

The sizes of our BUCK SHOTaud BALLS are tested by SuTiTtld QY\r\ OnmTtlrff rv 

STANDARD CALIBRE GAUGES, and are adapted to the WlIHl/lO dl l U l Vl/HlplvLG 

various sizes of Pistols, Rides and Carbines in use. • * 

Trade Mark printed on Drop Trade Mark printed on Buck i System of SCORE BLANKS ever Devised, 


Simple and Complete 


Shot bags Id Bine. 

CHICAGO 
SHOT TOWER 
COMPANY 


DROP SHOT 

L NS [~6TT 


Shot bags in Black. 

CHICAGO 
SHOT TOWER 
COMPANY 

-\ ,. ■ V 
n° nr~i 1 


Uur atm is to manufacture an article of Shot that Isemsur- 
paased In 

Rotindness, Solidity, Perfection of Polish, 
Uniformity of Siae, and Accuracy of 
Weight in Each Bag. 


NATURALISTS' AGENCY, Salem. Mass. I JgtfLSS. ” CdV * ' fTl^le^^r.'n^'rwher: jSV 


Copyrighted and Furnished Free 


Sportsmen and Shooting Clubs, 

HY 

FIELD AND STREAM ASSOCIATION, 

179 E. Madi&on Street, Chicago. 

The Pet Stock, Pigeon and Poultry Bulletin. 

A monthly Journal, devoted to the Improvement and 
breeding of 

Poultry, Fish, Pigeons, Song Birds, 
Pet Stock, &o., &c. 

and 1 Amrric» t ' I ' l;8TRAT1!D by ”** Ar *isl» la Europe 

P ub H»h?d by the saociated Fanclere, at $1.00 a year. 
Office, 87 Chatham Street, New York City, Send 10 cents 
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For the convenience of our readers who may desire to 
OBTAIN FIRST-CLASS 

Sporting Publications 

for Ibelr Libraries, we have made arrangements by which 
we are prepared to furnish, free of postage, without delay, 
on receipt of price, suy work on Sporting or Natural His¬ 
tory. The following la hut a 


Sportsmen Preserve Your Paper, I 

AND THUS HAVE A COMPLETE \\\ 

RECORD OF THE 8P0RTING EVENTS OF THE DAY. \ 

By pnrchaelng In Larsre Quantities of the Manufacturers, we are euabled to furnlah \\\ 

\ To the Subscribers of Field and Stream, 1 

| FREE OF POSTAGE, \ 

lEMERSON’S BINDER, 

V Sizes nullable for Binding this Paper, with name of the paper In gilt lettere on the aide, 

\ At Sixty-Five Cents Sack, 

V (Retail Price of Same Slxe, 80 Cents.) 

\\ Address, FIELD AND STREAM ASSOCIATION, 

\\ 179 East Madison Street, CHICAGO 


PARTIAL LIST 


0F" Money should bo eont by Postal Order, Draft, Ex 
press, or Registered Letter, payable to 


FIELD AND STREAM ASSOCIATION, 


1711 East Madison Street, Chicago. 


Frank Forester’s Field 8porte, 2 vols.$ 

11 44 Fish and Fishing.„«*.*. 

“ * 41 Complete Manual for Young Sports¬ 
men ...,. 

" “ American Game In its Seasons. 

“ Sporting Scenes and Characters, 2 

vols.. Illustrated... . . 

The Dog, by Dinks, Mayhew and Hutchinson. 

44 “ Youatt—.... 

Dog Breaking, by Hutchlneon. 

RooBvelt’s Superior Fishing. 

“ Game Birds of the North.... 

“ Game Fish of the North.. 

The Crack Shot, by Barber. 

The Dead Shot, by Marksman. 

Hawker, on Guns and Shooting. 

On the Wing, by Bnmstead. 

Shot Gun and Sporting Rifle, by Stonehenge. 

Rod and Gnu, by Wilson. 

Shooting, Boating and Fishing, by Warren. 

Gun, Rod and 8addle, by Ublquc. 

Arms and Ammunition... 

Modern Breech Loaders, by Greener. 

The Wild Fowler, by Folkard.] 

Rural Sports, by Stonehenge.. 

Encyclopedia of Rural Sports, by Blaine.1 

fowls’ American Sportsrpan... 

The Trapper's Guide, by Newhousc. 

Flood, Field and Forest, by Hooper. 

Fur, Fin and Feather for 1878. 

Key to N. American Birds, by Cones. 

British Birds' Eggs and Nests, by Atkinson. 

Natural History of Animals, TetiUcy. 

44 4 * I needs. ... 

Structure of Auimal Life, Agassiz. 

Methods of Study in Natural History.Agassi/..... — 

Loudon's Naturalist. v . 

Natural History, Pliny, <i vols.! 

British Birds, Mudie. 

American Ornithology, Wilson, complete in 5 vols.. 

Profnscly Illustrated.1 

MammalB of North America, Baird.] 

Our Own Birds of tho United States, Cope. 

Reindeer, Dogs and Snow-Shoes, Bush. 

Recreations in Shooting... 

Buffalo Land, by W. E. Webb. 

Life in the Mammoth Cave. 

Fox Hunting, Stevens. ... 

Adventures In the Wilderneae. Murray... 

4 * 14 Adirondacks, " . 

Trees of America, Brown. 

The Trotting Home of America, Woodruff— . 

The Perfect Horse, Murray. 

Tho Horse, Youatt. 

41 •* and His Diseases, Jennings.. 

Horse Training Made Easy... 

Illustrated Horse Doctor, Mayhew. 

44 “ Management, Mayhew... 

Horse and Horsemanship, Frank Forrester, 2 vols...] 
The Horse In the Stable and the Field. Stonehenge.. 

I Go a-Fishing, Prime. 

Fishing in American Waters, Scott. 

Ancr1»r'a Vrtnitftl Ilnflnnrl 


Patented March, laM. 

ECONOMY. 

No Artlflcial light ha* been produced that will compare with it in cheapness, it being of Ift-caudle 
power, and can be produced at less than half the cost of coal gas. 

SAFETY. 

The pnblic journals daily record fatal accidcntB resulting from the use of kerosene and kerosene 
lamps, while this is free from danger, smoke or smell, at the same time giving a light of great power 
and brilliancy, with perfect security from accident. 

SIMPLICITY. 

A .Ingle kcro.enc lamp require, more skill and attention than (be lighting of a whole hoiifc by 
onr “Generator." No winding up of weight* or Machines. or HI Hag up of rarburettco required, an in 
I he uee of gasoline machines. ADAPTABILITY 

There U no machluery employed in the manufacture of this gas. it being made from wood, and can 
he conducted any distance through pipes, and there is no condensing, as In gasoline and coal gas. 
This gas is entirely free from odor while bnrnlng. never smokes, give* a soft steady light, strong as 
coal gas, and is a great luxury for reading and writing. Can he attached to any building properly 
piped without any change, and cau be Introduced into either old or new buildings. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

It is by far the cheapest, safest, simplest, roost agreeable aud perfect light known. 

Parties desiring Information, respecting this Generator in reference to the lighting of dwellings, 
churches, depots, county buildings, factories, blocks of stores, villages or cities, etc., etc.. 

Address, TBX ECONOMICAL CAS 9SNZSAT0B, No. 177 Silt Hidiion Street, C3ZCAOO. 


A. Palmer's Trout Ponds, 

BOSCOBEL, WIS. 

THE OLDEST ARTIFICIAL TROUT BREEDING ES- 
TABUSHMENT 

in the West, and the fifth in the United States. 

Orders for the Table filled.only during Spring 
and Summer; 

For Spawn during December, 
January and February; 

Trout for StocUng'Ponds or Brooks, at Any Time. 

Ponds or Brooks Stocked for Private 
Persons or Clubs. 

Ponds Planned and Instructions Given. 


JOS. BTJTIiSB. <& CO., 

179 East Madison Street, Chicago, Ill., 

Importers and Manufacturers of 

Breech and Muzzle Loading 

SHOT GUNS, 

Rifles, Revolvers, Ac., Ac. 

Ammunition of all descriptions alwaya on band. 

GUNS BUILT TO ORDER IN ANY 8TYLH, and WAR- 
RANTED to combiue the hardest shooting qualities, with 
the beat workmanship and durability. MUZZLE LOAD¬ 
ERS ALTERED TO BREECH LOADERS, and Pin fire 
Guns altered to Central-flre. Repairs of all kinds. A full 
supply of FISHING TACKLE, RODS, REELS, FLIES, 
Ac. Sportsmen visiting the West will find every requisite 
for a complete nntflt. Breech Loading Shells loaded to 
order and shipped to any part of the United States- 


Anglers Manual, Holland.3 00 

American Angler’s Book, Norris. 5 60 

“ FIbH Culture, 44 . 1 76 

Fish Culture, by Sir Francis Francis. 3 00 

Tront Cnltnre, by 8eth Green. 1 00 

“ “ Dr. Slack. 1 60 

Marvela of Pond Life, by Dr. Slack...... 1 76 

Waltous and Cotton's Complete Angler...,.1 60 

Walton's Complete Angler. 2 00 

44 “ with extra plates.3 00 

Francis’ Book on Angling...7 50 

Handbook of Angling, by Ephemera, teaching Fly 

Fishing, Trolling, Ac.2 60 

The Art of Fishing, oy Raymond. 1 76 

Handbook of Dogs, Richardson. 76 

The Taxidermist* Manual. 1 26 

Banter and Trapper. 1 00 


W. 1* Elt. D. 8. Marsh. 

W. L. ELY & CO.. 

COMMISSION MERCHANTS 

For the Purchase and Sale of 

GAME, FURS, HIDES & GEN’L PRODUCE, 
No. 169 South Water St., Chicago. 
Consignment* of Fun anil Game in it* eeaaon, solicited. 
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Laflin & Rand Powder Com’y, 

General Offloe, 21 Park Row, N. Y. 

Manufacturer* of the Celebrated 

Orange Sporting Powder 

sold by all Dealer*, and FURNISHED FREE for COM¬ 
PETITIVE TRIALS. 

The following are the principal Uraiida, and will be found 
to (five 

High Velocities uml Loss Resldmiiii 

Thau any other Powder. 

Orange Lightning Powder. 

Beet Powder made. Noa. 1 to T. Packed only in sealed 
1 - lb. ca ulatera. 

{3?”C»re must ire taken to line no finer size than Ko. 8 In 
metal ehells, or due breech loading gone, ns it la too quick 
for the strength of elther. 

Orange Ducking Powder. 

For water fowl. A'ery strong anil clean. Noa. 1 to 5 
Packed in metal kegs of 8 Vlbs.,and canisters of Sand 1 lb. 

Audubon Powder. 

Very quick, for woodcock and other shooting from muz¬ 
zle loading guns. Nos. 1 to 4. Packed In metal kegs of 
li.S' and 8 Jq lbs., and canisters of t lb. 

Orange Rifle Powder. 

The best for rifles, and good for all ordinary purposes. 
Sizes, FQ. FFG, FFFG. Packed in wood and metal ke"s 
of 45. 1S14 and 6 V lbs., and canisters ol 1 lb. and lb. 

BRANCHES AT 

Chciago, St. Louis, Dubuque, 

aihI Agencies at all the Principal Cities of the Continent. 

o. H. VEHMEYEB, A K cnt, 
4 State Street, CHICAGO. 
ILLINOIS 

State Sportsmen’* Association. 

Organized March 10. 1*74. for the 

PROTECTION of OAME and PISH; 

to foster and encourage the Improvement of 

THE DOO AND GUN, 

and to promote friendly Intercourse and generous i-utnln- 
llon among S|>ortsmen. 

ALL AMATEUR SPORTSMEN, whether residents of Illi¬ 
nois or other Slates. are ELIGIBLE TO MEMBERSHIP 
Members from other States have all the rights of inem- i 
bers from Illinois, except voting. 

Initiation Fee, $3 j Annual Dues, $2. 

At each Annua) Convention 

A Grand Shooting Tournament 

will be held, continuing several dat e, open to all mem¬ 
bers of the Assot-laiiou. 

THE FIRST ANNUAL TOURNAMENT will be held 
at CHICAGO, commencing 

Tuesday, June 1, 1874. 

Persons desiring to compete for the prizes offered, are re¬ 
quired to have been members of the Association at 
least one month prior to the Annnal Meeting. 

Annual Dog Shows and Field Trials 

will be held under the auspices of the Association In 

S fr0B 117 *“• ,nay ” e enlered 

A Bench-Show of Dogs 

will he held at the coming Convention in June. 1*74 and 
All members of the Association having- docs which thev 
wish to enter, are invited to correspond with the Associ¬ 
ation. Entries close May 81st. 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP should he made 
in the following form, and addressed to the Executive 
Committee: 

...V T V e os n ? er « ,gne<l delire " to Income a member of the 

Illinois State Sportsmen’s Association, and refers to. 

.v of. Signed. 

Residence..*.!!!!] 

County. 

state..;.;;y* 

Sportsmen of other States are cordially invited to 
become members of the Association, and be pres¬ 
ent and participate in the contests at the first Annual 
convention, and In the general good time which may he 
expected. Auy Information desired will be cheerfully 
given on application to the 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTER:—J. V. LeMoyne, President 
and cx-offlclo Chairman; Abner Price. R. R Clark W F 
Milligan E. T. Martin. Chicago; Hon. C. W. Marsh Bye- 
am ore, HI. ' 


Hazard Powder Co 


Manufacture re ol 

Npoi-tiutf, Stifle nn»l Tiu-gcl 


No. 12 State Street, Chicago. 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 


have been made by the proprietors of theTrcmont 
House for the accommodation of 


Members and Visitors of the Ill 
inois State Sportsmen’s 
Association, 


during their attendance at the 


Grand Tournament at 
Chicago, 


The Tremont House, Chicago, 

JAMES A. IRA COUCH, PROPRIETORS. 


Commencing June 1st, 1874 


SPORTING DOGS. 

I Have Five Pointer Pups, 

Lemon and White and Liver and White, beanlifnlly mark¬ 
ed. seven weeks old. Dam, •■Nellie,” imported stock 
Sire. •• Frank," a No. 1 dog. 

Price per Pup, $10. 

I will dispose of •• Nellie" for $ 50 . She is well broken 
a years old. Address. 

Box 113, Patoka, Ind. 


110 La Salle St,, opp. Chamber of Commerce. 

CHICAGO. 


American Powder Company’s 

GUNPOWDER. 

‘Dead Shot,’ 

‘Ne Plus Ultra,’ 
‘Telegraph,’ 

* Ducking.’ 

The above favorite Brands of Onnpowdor are manufac- 
i lured expressly for Sportsmen's use. 

NONE BETTER! 

For Sale by All Dealers. 

233 State Street,.Boston, Mass. 

13 State Street.Chicago, Ill. 

304 North Second St...St. Louis, Mo. 


gill nets. 

4 new Gill Nets. SO feet long, l‘» uud a In. mesh; prii 
$10. Also, one S5 feet long, $4.50; a bargain. 

JNO. R. MAYBERRY. 

ROCKFORD, ILL. 


H. A; STEVENS. 


Woods port, N. Y 


Ballard A|Co„ Printers, 196;Clark Street, Chicago, 






















